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PREFACE.

This volume has been somewhat hastily prepared, to ful-
fil the promise recently made to the public of a MANUAL oF
PsyCHOMETRY —a work to introduce the subject to the
general reader—not an elaborate memoir for scientists,
which need not be offered until it is called for.

Public opinion on philosophic subjects is always shallow,
superficial, and erroneous, until the thought of the best
thinkers has enlisted the co-operation of leading minds.
In reference to Psychometry, the profound productions of
Prof. Denton have attracted far less attention than that sim-
ple exhibition of Psychometry which is called “ Mind Read-
ing,” which I have never thought worthy of any special cul-
tivation, but which, as an exhibition, answers the purpose
of challenging skepticism, and giving to those who are pro-
foundly ignorant on this subject, facts which compel their
reluctant attention, and thus prepare them for scientific in-
novation.

When a full exposition shall be required, many volumes
will be necessary — one for the -medical profession, one for
hygienists, one for geologists, one for astronomers, one for
ethnologists, one for physiologists, one for historians, one
for pneumatologists, one for the devotees of religion and
duty, and ten for the students of Anthropology — for all
these subjects are illuminated and developed by Psychom-
etry.

I cannot now promise that much of this will ever be writ-
ten by myself—as it might have been ere this— for my
life is too far advanced, and co-operation does not yet ap-
pear. But as Psychometry develops all these departments
of knowledge, these works must all be written.

As this volume contains the reports of many psychome-
tric experiments with Mrs. B, I would state in advance
that all such experiments which I report are as pure and
true an illustration of Psychometry as possible—an accu-
rate report of mental impressions as they arose, recorded as
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they were spoken deliberately. The mind of the psychom-
eter in my experiments is always carefully guarded from all
impressions but those which come from an invisible source
by contact, without knowing what is the object or person to
be described, which must be carefully concealed to insure
the purity of the result. Questions are never of a leading
character, being only used to direct attention to the matters
that need description. The reports are as careful and faith-
ful as I could possibly make them, but most of them are
imperfect illustrations of her psychometric intuition, given
often when fatigued by her daily duties.

The present volume is larger than I designed, but a great
deal of interesting and important matter has been excluded
to keep it within the proposed limits. The investigations
of geology, paleontology and astronomy, have been omitted.
A second volume will be necessary to do justice to the in-
troduction of Psychometry — the introduction, merely, for I
have but lifted a corner of the veil that hides incalculable
wealth of knowledge and wisdom.

BosTon, JUNE 1, 1885.

P. S. A special volume, devoted to Pneumatology and
Religion will be required to illustrate the comparative views
of the world’s religions, and the view of Biblical history and
religion sanctioned by Psychometric exploration —a view
which may dissipate much superstition, but will strengthen
our faith in the past, while it refines and invigorates our
religious nature,



INTRODUCTION.

PSYCHOMETRY FROM 1842 TO 1885.

The question, “ WHAT 1S PSYCHOMETRY?” was
happily answered in a poem from the pen of the
celebrated philanthropist and poet, the Rev. Jonwn
PierroNT, which was delivered in August, 1850, at
the grand anniversary of Yale College, and spoken
of in the Z77ibune as the “Gem of the occasion.”
J. M. S., a correspondent of the Cleveland Plain
Dealer, speaks of the occasion and poem as follows:

“'The occasion was the meeting of the Alumni of Old Yale—celebra-
ting her one hundred and fiftieth anniversary. By invitation from the
officers of the institution, he delivered a poem —the subject was Pro-
gress. After alluding to the various improvements of the day, light by
gas, printing; phonography, new modes of travel, telegraphs, daguerreo-
typing, etc., he touched upon this interesting subject —alike unknown to
the great and learned ones of Old Yale (in sorrow I say it), as to your
honorable self. There were songs sung, and speeches made by various
distinguished individuals, during a sitting of not less than eight hours.
There were present from twelve to fifteen hundred Alumni— representa-
tives from classes which graduated in 1777 to the year 1850.”

EXTRACT FROM PIERPONT'S POEM,

“But much, Daguerre, as has thy genius done
In educating thus Latona’s son,

In thus educing, in the god of light

The power to paint so, at a single sight,
BucHANAN has transcended thee, as far
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As the sun’s face outshines the polar star.

Thine ar# can catch and keep what meets the eye —
His science, subjects that far deeper lie.

Thy skill shows up the face, the outward whole —
His science measures and reveals the soul.

Thy subjects must be present — his may be
Sunk in the depths of the mysterious sea;

Their bodies may have mouldered into dust,
Their spirits long have mingled with the just,
Made perfect : Yet if one has left behind

A written page, whereon the living mind

Has been pour’d out, through pencil, paint or pen,
That written page shall.summon back again

The writer’s spirit; pressed upon the brow,

Or by the hand of many, living now :

. It shall the writer’s character disclose,

His powers, his weaknesses, his joys, his woes,
The manly air, the sycophantic smile,

The patriot’s valor, and the traitor’s wile,

The fire that glowed beneath the snows of age
As in the “Hero of the Hermitage,”

When he exclaimed (methinks I hear him still),
“By the Eternal, I will not, or will!”

All is revealed! The prompting spirit threw
Itself upon the paper — and the few

“ Spirits that are finely touched to issues fine”
Will move the hand, thus touch’d, along the line,
And catch the soul that issues from it yet,

(As fishes taken in an evil net),

And the detecting spirit shall declare

“The form and pressure” of the soul that’s there,
With greater truth than e’er a Sybil sung.
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And with as great as fell from prophet’s tongue!
Mysterious science! that has now displayed
“How fearfully and wonderfully made”
Is man, that even his touch can catch the mind,
That long has left material things behind !
Fearful the thought, that when my clay is cold,
And the next Jubilee has o’er it rolled,
The very page, that I am tracing now,

¢ ¥With tardy fingers and a care-worn brow,
To other brows by other fingers prest,
Shall tell the world, not what I had been deem’d,
Nor what I passed for, nor what I had seem’d,
But when I was! Believe it, friends, or not,
To this high point of progress have we got,
We stamp ourselves on every page we write !
Send you a note to China or the pole —
Where’er the wind blows, or the waters roll —
That note conveys the measure of your soul!”

The word Psychometry, coined in 1842 to express
the character of a new science and art, is the most
pregnant and important word that has been added to
the English language.

Coined from the Greek (psycke, soul and metron,
measure) it literally signifies sowl-measuring, being
analogous to the words, thermometry, barometry,
electrometry, and similar terms, which signify spec-
ial measurements. The thermometer measures caloric
(thermo, temperature). The barometer measures
the weight (daro, weight) of the atmosphere; the
electrometer measures electric conditions; the psy-
chometer measures the soul (gsyc/e).
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In the case of Psychometry, however, the measur-
ing assumes a new character, as the object measured
and the measuring instrument are the same psychic
element, and its measuring power is not limited to the
psychic as it was developed in the first experiments,
but has appeared by successive investigations to
manifest a wider and wider area of power, until it
became apparent that this psychic capacity wage
really the measure of all things in the Universs'-"'
Hence, Psychometry signifies not merely the measur-
ing of souls and soul capacities, or qualities by our
own psychic capacities, but the measurement and
judgment of all things conceivable by the human
mind; and Psychometry means practically measur-
ing by the soul, or grasping and estimating all
things which are within the range of human intelli-
gence. Psychometry, therefore, is not merely an
instrumentality for measuring soul powers, but a
comprehensive agency like mathematics for the evolu-
tion of many departments of science.

As a science and- philosophy, Psychometry shows
the nature, the scope, and the modus operandi of
those divine powers in man, and the anatomical
mechanism through which © they are manifested;
while as an art it shows the method of utilizing these
psychic faculties in the investigation of character,
disease, physiology, biography, history, paleontol-
ogy, philosophy, anthropology, medicine, geology,
astronomy, theology and supernal life and destiny.
Granting, as this volume will show, that Psychometry
gives us the command of all these sciences, it is
apparent that theintreduction  of Psychometry must
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prove the dawn of a new era in science, philosophy
and social progress, more important as to human en-
lightenment and elevation than all the arts and
sciences heretofore known to the skilful and learned;
for if all libraries, manufactories, and repositories of
the arts in the world at present were suddenly des-
troyed by fire, leaving only in human minds a full
knowledge of Psychometry, all might be restored in
one generation, and far nobler institutions of learning,
of practical art, of social order and of religion would
arise from the ashes, purified and relieved from a
vast amount of falsehood —an inheritance from ancient
ignorance.

I am perfectly aware that such assertions may
appear extravagant, even to those who have some
knowledge of the ordinary applications and powers of
Psychometry, and will appear to -many of the
educated, or rather miseducated classes as insane as
once did the doctrine of the rotundity of the earth and
the existence of men at the antipodes with heads
hanging downwards from us; and according to the
usual policy of those who seek popularity and repu-
tation, such assertions should be reserved for the end
of the volume, to be read only after the scientific
methods and practical success of Psychometry have
been made familiar. I prefer, however, to state
at once frankly the true scope and power of Psy-
chometry, and if any reader be repelled by my
frankness it is well that he should be repelled, for he
who cannot tolerate a novelty in science cannot do it
justice, and I desire none but candid, truth-loving
readers.
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Only to the patient students of Psychometry and
explorers of psychic mysteries will my statement
appear as it is—a too concise statement of the grand
results of psychic investigations, which not only make
scientific mysteries translucent, but change the mys-
tic dreamland between two worlds into a realm of
luminous reality for man, the influence of which will
work a far greater and speedier change in the des-
tiny of the human race than the discovery of Amer-
ica, or any revelation which science has heretofore
made.

I address these assertions to the most enlightened
of today, and to my friends of the twentieth century
who will know how to appreciate them; for I cannot
expect to see Psychometry enthroned in the Univer-
sities until at least two generations shall have succes-
sively carried down to the tomb the falsities in which
they have been educated.

For more than forty years I have been before the
public as a teacher of new truths, and more than a
thousand pupils have entered the medical profession
under my professional teaching (many of whom, like
most of my contemporaries and colleagues, have passed
on to a higher life ), and during all this time there has
been no hostile verdict upon the sciences which I have
presented publicly, ever courting investigation by the
learned : on the contrary every report of investigating
committees has been a satisfactory endorsement of the
sciences presented, and the Science of Psychometry
has not only been endorsed by all who have become
familiar with it, but is widely established in practical
utility by psychometers who give descriptions of char-
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acter, and by physicians in the diagnosis of disease
among present or absent patients.

Hence I can speak of Psychometry as an introduced
and established science. Establishment in the phil-
osophic sense does not consist in currency among the
multitude — it does not consist in a favorable verdict
from public opinion, which as Douglas Jerrold once
said, is but “ ke average stupidity of mankind,” and
which is always steadily and persistently opposed to
great and revolutionary discoveries. Establishment
consists in the favorable werdict of the competent,
as ownership depends on the acknowledged deed from
the donor. The competent alone can establish, and
the court of the competent is so harmonious with
itself in science, that the verdict of the first score
whom we meet is virtually the verdict of the thousands
and the millions who succeed. The court of the com-
petent consists of those who honestly love the truth,
and who with earnest zeal either devote themselves to
its search or hold themselves ready to give it a wel-
come, and who with sound judgment make a fair and
full investigation; all such in matters of demon-
strable science come to a substantial agreement, and
their first verdict is as conclusive as the last. The
sagacious listen and respect it, but the multitude
(learned and unlearned alike) look not to the compe-
tency of the court but to its personal rank, social in-
fluence, and numerical strength.

To the suggestion that the court of the competent
is nearly unanimous in reference to demonstrable sci-
ence, I must add that Psychometry greatly enlarges
the amount of the demonstrable by removing from the
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sphere of speculation and debate many subjects here-
tofore beyond the reach of positive scientific methods.

It is over forty-two years since the discovery and
public demonstration of the science and art of Psy-
chometry. Today it is widely known—the practice
of Psychometry is an honorable and useful profession.
Competent psychometers describe the mental and vital
peculiarities of those who visit or write to them, and
create astonishment and delight by the fidelity and
fullness of the descriptions which they send to persons
unknown, at vast distances. They give a minute
analysis of character and revelation of particulars
known only to the one described, pointing out with
parental delicacy and tenderness, the defects which
need correction, or in the perverse and depraved they
explain what egotism would deny, but what society
recognizes.

In physiology, pathology, and hygiene, Psychome-
try is as wise and parental as in matters of character
and ethics. A competent psychometer appreciates the
vital forces, the temperament, the peculiarities, and
every departure from the normal state, realizing the
diseased condition with an accuracy in which external
scientific diagnosis often fails. In fact the natural
psychometer is born with a genius for the healing art,
and if the practice of medicine were limited to those
who possess this power in an eminent degree, its pro-
gress would be rapid and its disgraceful failures and
blunders would no longer be heard of.

But while Psychometry is thus gradually winning
its place as our guide and leader in medicine, in
education and self-culture, and has excited so lively
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an interest that a newspaper has been devoted to this
subject, no complete and systematic exposition of the
science is before the public. Its only exposition has
been by essays in the Journal of Man thirty years
ago, by chapters in my System of Anthropology, of
which no new edition has been issued since 1854, and
by the “Soul of Things” in three volumes, from
Wm. Denton, the eminent geologist, a book of mar-
velous interest and originality, developing the highest
phases of Psychometry in the exploration of history,
paleontology and astronomiy, far beyond the utter-
most limits of previous scientific investigation. His
able and interesting work has not had the circulation
it deserves, because it is too far in advance of the
age, presenting the grandest results of Psychometry
to a public not yet acquainted with the science.

The present work has long been called for by those
who have learned of .my discoveries, and if Psychom-
etry has even the tenth part of the scientific interest,
the practical value and the power of advancing
scientific civilization, and elevating the condition of
all humanity which is believed by those who are well
acquainted with it, it is the duty of every philan-
thropist to call attention to this work and promote its
diffusion.

But what is Psychometry (which means literally
soul - measuring ), what the process, the modus
operandi and the results ?

This question will be fully answered by a sketch
of the investigations and experiments which have
developed the science, but it may be briefly answered
now, that Psychometry is the development and
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exercise of the divine faculties in man, a demon-
stration of the old conception of poetry and mystic
philosophy as to the Divine interior of the human
soul, and the marvelous approximation of man toward
omniscience. It is, moreover, a demonstration of the
normal dignity of human nature, showing in all
humanity neglected and often nearly extinct powers,
which have heretofore been deemed utterly incredi-
ble, or if credible at all, only as a miracle from
Heaven, or as rare, anomalous, mysterious and inex-
plicable facts, belonging to some abnormal phase of
life, or else the hallucination of the visionary, if not
the illusion of the dupe.

The dark underworld of intellect in which we find
the responses of oracles, the revelations of magnetic
somnambules, the prophecies of the saints, the fore-
casts of the fortune teller, the mysterious presenti-
ments and sudden impressions by which many are
guided, the warnings of death, calamity or accident,
and the mysterious influences attached to places,
apartments, amulets and souvenirs, is illuminated by
the light of psychometric science, and its phenomena
made entirely intelligible; for Psychometry demon-
strates in man, and explains the mechanism of those
transcendent powers which have heretofore defied
the comprehension of philpsophy, and have been
regarded with defiant hostility by materialistic culti-
vators of mere physical science, while they have
been welcomed by poetry, religion and the deepest
emotions which ally man to heaven.. In studying
Psychometry, mystery disappears, and the most
cautious inquirer in vital science will feel that he is
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treading on safe and solid ground. That he should
enjoy this feeling of certainty and security he should
be introduced to the science by the successive steps
. of its original development, and therefore I would
take the reader back forty-three years to my first
experiments, showing how Psychometry was evolved

FORTY-THREE YEARS AGO.

The following sketch of Psychometry appeared in
BucHANAN’S JOURNAL oF MAN (published at Cincin-
nati), in 1849. It is so fair and complete a presenta-
tion of the subject as then developed, that I prefer to
republish it without change and follow it by such
further discussions and expositions as are suggested
by more recent investigations.



CHAPTER 1.

ORIGINAL SKETCH OF PSYCHOMETRY.

(From Buchanan’s Journal of Man, Cincinnati.)

First discovery in New York — Introductory remarks — Such investiga-
tions must develop the wonderful — Sensibilities discovered in Bishop
Polk— Found also in others— Testing through the fingers — Number
capable of such experiments— Electric transmission of influence —
Mode of experimenting on medicines — Experiments on medical class
and professors—Influences felt from human beings— Influences
transmitted from the brain — First autographic experiment with In-
man — I'ts wonderful accuracy — Methods of beginning experiments —
Inferences from the experiments as to the laws of mind and matter —
Principles of psychological chemistry — Value of Psychometry — De-
scription of psychometric experiments — Experiments with Rev. Mr.
Kent — Description of Gen. Jackson — Appeal from the old to the
young — Difference of individuals as to psychometric impressions —
The achromatic mind not common — Illustrations of variety—Extreme
physical sympathy with the writer —Psychometric diagnosié of Dis-
ease — Six applications of Psychometry —Accuracy of psychometric
portraiture — Experiments of Chancellor Scott — Description of Lafay-
ette — Description of Webster — Of Miss Martineau.

In the autumn of 1842, in the city of New York, I
had the pleasure of ascertaining and proving, by ex-
periment, the existence of a wonderful power in the
constitution of man, the discovery and use of which at
once opens before us a wide realm of knowledge. In
that single discovery lay the germ of a science of lofty
pretensions, and so wonderful in its facts as to be diffi-
cult of belief, if not utterly incredible, to the greater
portion of our scientific men. Yet, high as its preten-
sions are, they are demonstrable in the most rigid

12
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manner, and, incredulous as the public may be, it
cannot be long ere the truth of my assertions shall be
familiarly known in Europe and America.

I have made but little effort to bring this matter be-
fore the public. Wonderful as it is, and well adapted
to exciting an intense interest, I have quietly prose-
cuted my experiments for the last six years without
endeavoring to arouse the public mind to a conscious-
ness of those sublime and beautiful truths which the
investigation of the human constitution has developed.
While thus feasting upon the richest intellectual ban-
quet which nature offers in any department of her vast
existence, I have naturally felt an earnest desire to
call in the wise and good, from every quarter, to par-
ticipate in the feast of knowledge. But, until the pres-
ent time, there has been no suitable medium through
which to address the public. I could not expect, by
the mere weight of my own assertion, to make a deep
impression upon the public mind, and I had good rea-
son to suppose, that when my discovery of the im-
pressibility of the human brain had already marshalled
against me the universal spirit of skepticism, and was
but beginning to receive justice from a few, the pro-
mulgation of any additional wonders, still more incred-
ible, would have done much to overshadow, with still
darker clouds of disbelief, the dawn of true neurologi-
cal science. :

Unwilling, therefore, to tax too héavily the public
credulity of that time, I have waited for the gradual
establishment of my cardinal proposition, in reference
to the human brain, before presenting an essay upon
Psychometry. The six years which have elapsed
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since the discovery, have produced a marked change
in public opinion —a prevalence of more liberal views
—a willingness to receive from nature newer and pro-
founder truths, and a conviction that experiments
upon the human brain are not entirely deceptive or
fanciful.

In this more favorable condition of the public mind,
I would submit a frank and unreserved narrative of
my experimental inquiries. This may be done with
greater ease and pleasure, on account of the fact that
I am now addressing a circle of readers comprising
many of the most liberal and philosophical class, many
who appreciate justly the science of Anthropology, who
look with deep interest upon its recent developments,
and who wish to sustain a journal devoted to progress
in this most interesting of all sciences.

With this apology for an apparently dilatory course,
I would proceed by asking for my narrative, a candid
and patient attention. It is not to announce a theory,
that I write, nor to dogmatize in reference to any mat-
ter of opinion — but to present the facts which I have
witnessed, and the inferences to which they most ob-
viously lead. If I be but recognized as a fair, candid
and careful reporter of the facts, I willingly yield to
every one the privilege of reasoning upon the facts
according to his own philosophy, and drawing the
inferences which they suggest to his own mind. I
would but ask that my personal testimony be allowed
its proper force as a sincere statement, and that the
questions involved be not slurred over in any indefi-
nite manner by the reader, but firmly and frankly met
and examined. '
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I think it but just to demand upon this subject a
more liberal and expansive mode of thought than is
usually demanded by the teacher of physical science.
The mind of man is so wonderful and mysterious in
its action and in its whole existence —is so widely
separated, in its nature and in its phenomena, from
the ponderable material world, that he who brings to
this subject the rigid material spirit of chemistry and
mechanical philosophy, will find himself unable either
to perceive its phenomena or to detect their causes.
Every momerit of conscious thought presents a grandly
beautiful mystery, for the explanation of which we
must be utterly incompetent, unless we can rise to the
dignity of the subject and deal familiarly with facts and
laws as wonderful as the mystery which they solve.

He who expects to solve the mysteries of mind,
without encountering any unusual or extraordinary
facts—who thinks that psychology should present
nothing more profound or strange than material phil-
osophy, and who is determined to resist every fact or
principle which is essentially new and wonderful, may
be very respectable as a man of science and learning,
but he cannot possibly do much for the advancement
of psychology. We should bear in mind, that all the
co-operations and correlations of mind and matter,
are intrinsically wonderful, but are governed by defi-
nite laws, and that these laws, when discovered, must
seem, at first, no less wonderful and mysterious than
the nature of mind itself. If, then,any fact which I
may state should, at the first glance, appear incredi-
ble, the liberal reader will bear in mind, that a certain
wonderous strangeness is inherent in the very nature of
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the sybject, and that it cannot be possible to arrive at
any explanation of the relations between mind and
matter, which does not involve principles and facts
essentially new.

My investigations of the nervous system of man for
the last twelve years, have clearly shown that its
capacities are far more extensive, varied and interest-
ing, than physiologists or philosophers have been
willing to acknowledge. We find in the nervous
system the vast aggregate of powers which constitute
the vitality of man, existing in intimate connection
with the vast and wonderful powers of his mind.
Those faculties which, in an instant, grasp the remot-
est objects of landscape— which fly, in an instant,
to the remotest periods of time, and which are ever
reaching forth, as if seeking to become commensurate
with the universe—are still, with all their buoyancy
and power, bound to the fibres, tubes and fluids of
the nervous system, by which they instantaneously
operate throughout the body. Is it rational to sup-
pose that this nervous matter, which is thus so
intimately correlated with mind, and upon which
mind depends for the manifestation of its powers,
should be entirely limited to the narrow sphere to
which it has been assigned by physiologists?— that
it should be so intimately connected with the great
eternal miracle, our spiritual existence, and yet be
so incapable itself of rising above the humble grade
of the ordinary operations of vitalized matter?

In truth, if we glance at the subtle phenomena of
the nervous matter of our constitution, we must at
once perceive how inadequate are the common con-
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ceptions of the nervous system. About nine years
since, in conversation with Bishop Polk,* of the
Episcopal Church, he informed me that his own
sensibility was so acute, that if he should, by accident,
touch a piece of brass, even in the night, when he
could not see what he touched, he immediately felt
the influence through his system, and could recognize
the offensive metallic taste. His cerebral conforma-
tion indicated uncommon acuteness of the external
senses; and when I mentioned his peculiar develop-
ment, he gave the above statement as an illustration
of its truth.

The discovery of such sensibilities in one so
vigorous, both in mind and body, led me to suppose
that they might be found in many others. Accord-
ingly, in the neurological experiments which I soon
afterward commenced, I was accustomed to place
metals of different kinds in the hands of persons of
acute sensibility, for the purpose of ascertaining
whether they could feel any peculiar influence, recog-
nize any peculiar taste, or appreciate the difference of
metals, by any impression upon their own sensitive
nerves.

- In these experiments it soon appeared that the
power was quite common, that there were many who
could determine by touching a piece of metal, or by
holding it in their hands, what the metal was—as
they recognized a peculiar influence proceeding from
it, which in a few moments gave them a distinct
taste in the mouth. But this power was not confined

* Bishop Polk afterwards became a general in the Confederate army, and
lost his life in the war.
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in its operation to metallic substances. Every sub-
stance possessing a decided taste appeared to be
capable of transmitting its influence into the system,
and of being recognized by its taste. Sugar, salt,
pepper, acids, and other substances of a decided
taste, made so distinct an impression that each
could be recognized and named by many of those
upon whom the experiment was performed. It did
not appear that the sense of taste was translated to
the fingers, or changed any of its known laws, but it
did appear that contact of the sapid substance with the
papillee of the tongue was by no means necessary.

The peculiar influence of the substance touched or
held in the hand by sensitive persons, appeared to
affect the hand locally, and thence to be transmitted
gradually along the arm, recognized by some
peculiar sensation as it passed, and producing no
other effects until it reached the chest or the head.
In the head it produced its impression upon the brain
and nerves, and if possessed of sapid qualities, was
recognized by their characteristic impression upon
the tongue and fauces. The sweetness of sugar, the
pungency of pepper, and all the peculiarities of other
tastes were recognized, as if the same substances,
instead of being held in the hands, had been gradually,
in small quantities, introduced into the mouth.

(It is perhaps necessary for me to state that
these experiments were entirely independent of any
mesmeric process, and consisted simply of what I
have stated. The public mind has been so accus-
tomed to the processes of mesmeric operators, that
unless a special disclaimer is made, it may be sup-
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posed that such experiments were made upon mes-
meric or somnambulic patients, prepared by a
magnetizing process.)

The number of individuals who could exercise the
acute sensibility and taste which I have described,
appeared to be variable in different localities, being
greater in warm climates than in cold. In some
places one fourth, or even one half of the whole
population appeared to be capable of displaying this
new power of the nervous system. In other places
not more than one in ten or fifteen could display it
distinctly. Mental cultivation and refinement, acute
sensibility, delicacy of constitution, a nervo-san-
guineous temperament, and a general predominance
of the moral and intellectual organs, constituted the
most favorable conditions for its cxercise.

I need not here discuss the rationale of these
phenomena. It may be supposed that an impression
made upon the nerves of the hand, is propagated by
contiguous or coutinuous sympathy to the head, or
that some imponderable agent, proceeding from, or
through, the sapid substances, conveyed their influ-
ence into the body. In behalf of the latter sug-
gestion it may be remarked, that when I placed my
hands or fingers in contact with the substance, its in-
fluence appeared to pass more promptly and eéffec-
tually than when it was left to its own power. This
I attributed to the passage of nervous influence, or
nervaura, from my own constitution, through the
substance.

I have since proved, by experiment, that a gal-
vanic or electric current, passing through a medicinal
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substance, will transmit its influence into the con-
stitution which receives the current.

Indeed, the influences which are transmitted by
mere contact, are not limited to an impression upon
the sense of taste, but convey the entire medicinal
power. In the first number of this Journal, the
reader will -recollect that my experiments in New
York were reported by a scientific committee of dis-
tinguished gentlemen, and among those experiments
were several upon medicinal substances. These
substances manifested their full effects upon the
constitution of the lady upon whom the experiments
were tried, by holding them in her hand.

It would readily occur to the reader that in such
experiments, an excitable imagination might produce
important effects and materially modify the results.
The desire to guard against any such delusions led me
to adopt precautions to prevent the individuals experi-
mented upon from knowing the name or nature of the
medicine used. It was either concealed from their
sight or so enveloped in paper as to be invisible, and
thus the experiment was generally made in such a
manner, that any play of imagination would have been
immediately detected. Sometimes, as in the experi-
ments at New York, the medicine was unknown to all
present until the close of the experiment.

It was thus fully established that a large portion of
the human race may be affected by medicinal sub-
stances, even without immediate contact— a fact which
I now consider as well settled and familiar as any
other in medical science — so much so as to become a
necessary subject of medical instruction; and in every
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course of lectures which I deliver to the medical class
in the Institute, T state these principles and accompany
them by immediate demonstration upon the members
of the class. Medicinal substances, enveloped in paper,
are distributed among the members of the class, who
hold them in their hands, while sitting at ease, list-
ening to the lecture and waiting for the effect. It
frequently happens that when a vigorous emetic, ca-
thartic, or stimulant, is distributed in this manner, its
impression will be so distinctly recognized by some of
the members of the class, as to enable them to name
it correctly, if they have ever before experienced its
operation as a medicine.

During the present session of the Institute the usual
experiment has’been made, and the following mem-
bers, out of a class of about one hundred and thirty,
have experienced decided medicinal impressions by
holding in their hands different medicinal substances,
principally emetics and cathartics.

¢« CINCINNATI, January, 1849.

“We, the undersigned, members of the medical
class of the Eclectic Medical Institute of Cincinnati,
have, at the suggestion of Prof. BucHANAN, per-
formed the experiment of holding in our hands, for
a short time (generally from five to twenty minutes),
various medicines, enveloped in paper, so as to be
unknown to ourselves, except by their medicinal
effects; and we are convinced that in these experi-
ments, distinct effects were produced upon us strictly
similar to those which would be produced by the
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action of the same medicines administered in the
ordinary method.

Wm. Owens, Jason Holloway, Wm. W. Hadley,
J. Pitts, A. Bauer, J. S. M. Hawkins,
Jas. G. Hunt, Jas. Milot, Benj. F. Radcliff,

Edward Walker,  Geo. Black, Wm. Webster,
N. L. Northington, Benj. F. White, A. Hildreth,

J. B. Allensworth, Thos.H.Walters, S. F. Conklin,
O. D. Brooks, W. J. Wann, D. A. Austin,
D. Porter Wooster, C. W. Arnold, Wm. H. Jones,
Franklin Talbott, E. J. Martin, Thos. Robinson,
Alfred Shepherd, T. M. Cobb, E. McKenzie,

R. S. Finley, A. C. Overton, Jos. Short,
M. T. Perrine, D. A. McCord, H. M. Chatterton,
A. R. Brown, J. F. Baker, J. B. Jones,

Edwin A. Lodge, J. T. Hance, C. H. Spining,
W. H. Shepherd.”

The distinct effects alluded to were such, that in
several instances, when an emetic (lobelia) was the
subject of the experiment, the individual was able to
avoid vomiting only by suspending the experiment.

The forty-three gentlemen who thus testify to the
effects of the experiments upon themselves, constitute
nearly one half of all who actually tried the experi-
ment on this occasion. I have no doubt that if the
experiment had been carefully tried upon all of the
class, at least sixty-five would have felt its influence.
There are many physicians in our country who
possess this impressibility in a high degree, several
of whom are professors in medical colleges. Dr. B.
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L. Hill, Professor of Anatomy and Operative Surgery
in the Institute, authorizes me to mention him as one
of those who have experienced the most distinct and
perfect impressions in this manner.*

There is an analogy to these experiments, in the
well known fact, that medicine placed in contact
with the skin, especially upon the epigastrium, are
capable of producing their usual influence upon the
individual. But it has always been supposed that
in these cases a partial absorption occurred, and the
medicine was thus brought into actual contact with
the nerves. Now, on the other hand, it is demonstra-
ted that no such absorption or contact is necessary,
and that the interposition of paper between the
medicinal substance and the hand, or cuticle, does
not prevent the physiological impression.

It may, therefore, be recognized as a law of the
nervous system, that it is capable of being affected
by the subtle influences which emanate from adjacent
objects. Influenced by this consideration, I supposed
it probable that those who possessed this acute sensi-
bility would be distinctly affected by contact with
living beings, and would be able thus to appreciate
the influence proceeding from the living nervous
action.

This conjecture was soon verified by experiment.
I found that all persons of an impressible constitution
were sensibly affected by placing the hand in contact

* The psychometric capacity was distinctly manifested by four other
medical professors of the Institute: Prof. W. Sherwood, Prof. D.
Vaughan, Prof. H. F. Gatchell, Prof. John King, all well kuown as able
scientific writers;
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with the heads or bodies of other persons. The
effect might not be so prompt or forcible as to arrest
their attention under ordinary circumstances, yet, by
sitting still and concentrating their attention upon the
experiment for a few minutes, a decided effect was
experienced. In this manner, by placing the hand
upon-the epigastrium of a patient laboring under any
disease, a morbid impression would be experienced,
corresponding to the character of his case. For the
last three or four years, I have myself become so
sensitive to morbific impressions, that I cannot be in
contact with a patient even for a few minutes, without
being injuriously affected.

When impressible persons thus come in contact
with those who are in sound health, by placing the
hand upon the different portions of the head or body,
they experience, at each point, a distinct effect cor-
responding to the peculiar vital functions of the part.
By holding the hand upon the forehead, the seat of
the intellectual organs, they experience an increased
mental activity. By holding the hand upon the
superior portion of the head, they experience a
pleasant and soothing influence, peculiar to the
moral organs. Upon each locality of the head, the
influence of the subjacent organ may be recognized
—and although the impression is generally of but
moderate force or distinctness, those who have a high
degree of susceptibility may realize the exact charac-
ter of the organ touched, and describe not only its
general tendency, but its particular action and strength
in the individual who is examined.

In short, it may be stated, that any person of a
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highly impressible temperament, who will cultivate
his faculties for such investigations, may learn to
place his hands upon the different portions of the
head, to recognize and describe the action of the
various organs, and to estimate their relative strength
by the impressions which he receives from contact.

Having thus ascertained that one of impressible
constitution could easily diagnosticate the action of
the living brain by means of contact, I found that
actual contact was not indispensible, but that holding
the hand in close proximity to the head, would
answer the same purpose, though in a far more
imperfect manner. By holding a metallic conductor
in contact with the different localities of the head,
the influence of each organ appeared to be transmit-
ted almost as well as by direct contact of the finger.
Thus I have employed impressible persons for several
hours, in investigating the action of the brain in dif-
ferent persons — ascertaining the positions of organs,
describing their functions, and estimating their com-
parative strength. A pencil-case, or any other
convenient metallic instrument, would be applied to
the various points upon the surface of the head, and
thus a psychological survey would be accomplished,
of incredible minuteness and accuracy. After several
months had been occupied in this manner, ascertain-
ing the exact functions of the brain in its different
portions, I was tempted to take a step further in
advance.

It seemed probable that if the psychological influ-
ence of the brain could be transmitted through a
suitable conducting medium, it might also be impart-
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ed to objects in proximity to it, and retained by
them, so as to be subsequently recognized by one of
impressible constitution. Without relating the exper-
iments which established this proposition, I would
proceed at once to the most wonderful experiment of
all.

To proceed with my narrative: It was in the latter
part of 42 that I made the experiment which I would
narrate now —not merely to appeal to the reader’s
faith, but to give him an example for his own experi-
mental inquiries. I had clearly ascertained in a young
gentleman,* with whom I had made many experi-
ments, the existence of extraordinary acuteness of sen-
sibility. In a moment’s contact with the head of any
individual he would discover his entire character by
the sympathetic impression. Reasoning, which I need
not now repeat, had convinced me that he possessed
the power of recognizing a mental influence in any
autograph that he might touch. I was sitting with my
young friend in an apartment in the Astor House,
when 1 resolved to test his powers. I proceeded to
my trunk and took forth four letters written by indi-
viduals of strongly marked and peculiar characters.
I placed them successively in his hands and requested
him to watch the mental impressions to which they
gave rise in his mind, and report his conceptions of
the characters of the writers. He did so, and his de-
scriptions surpassed my anticipations. He entered
into the spirit of each character as familiarly as if he
had been in contact with the individual, and described
not only his intellect and his principles of action, but

* Charles Inman.
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even his personal appearance and physical constitu-
tion. He knew not of whom he was speaking —he
did not even know what letters I had placed in his
hands—yet I can say, without exaggeration, that his
description would not have been more correct if he
had described the individuals from familiar personal
knowledge ! :

Does this statement, kind reader, appear utterly in-
credible? I have repeated such experiments more
than a thousand times with similar results, and could
adduce the testimony of thousands who have been the
witnesses or the subjects of such experiments. If
human testimony can establish any proposition, it is
sufficiently strong upon this subject. But it is my
principal object to induce you to perform similar ex-
periments yourself, and thus remove every vestige of
doubt from your mind. My narrative may be wonder-
ful, but you will soon find that you have yourself sim-
ilar wonders to relate, and will even arrive at some
results more wonderful than any communicated by
this essay, if you persevere in your experiments.

The description of the four individuals just men-
tioned, was given almost immediately on taking hold
of the letters. It was not (like a description based
upon physical clairvoyance) a sketch of their external
appearance, and an inference of their characters —it
was a sympathetic impression of their minds, describ-
ing them from the interior and proceeding forth from
their own consciousness to their external relations and
their physical development. So thoroughly did he
sympathize with their views and feelings, he not only
appreciated 'their position in" relation to society, but
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even discovered their sentiments in reference to each
other, and discovered that, between two of the individ-
uals especially, there was an irreconcilable antagon-
ism. So keenly did he feel their mutual hostility,
that, after a time, he requested the suspension of the
experiment, as it was disagreeable for him to enter into
their contentions and realize their unpleasant feelings.
As he recognized the feud, which really existed, so
correctly (for the gentlemen in question had been
once associated together, but were at that time in open
hostility), I asked him what would be the effect of
their collision, and which of the parties would be most
successful if any contest should occur between them?
«This one,” said he, holding the letter of the stronger
man, “would crush the other.” Such was the fact.
They were distinguished medical men, and the one
whose superiority he had so emphatically recognized,
had, in fact, by superior talent and force of character,
defeated and crushed the other in a well known public
contest.*

Another of the letters he recognized as that of a
man of great mental and physical power. He was
one whom I intimately knew — who was as eminent in
talent, eloquence and virtue, as in political rank.
To obtain the most critical test possible, I requested
my friend to state what he thought would be the prob-
able result of a collision between these two eminent
gentlemen of different professions. This he declined
doing, saying that he did not believe any collision

* Procuring his removal from the chair of surgery. Dr. J. B. Flint was
the surgeon, Dr. Charles Caldwell the founder of the college (at Louisville)
his opponent,
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would take place between them. I insisted that he
should give his opinion of the probable result of such
an event, if it should occur. He still objected, remark-
ing that they would both be very reluctant to come
into any collision with each other, and would maintain
dignified and courteous relations. This I knew to be
true, as I had been frequently struck with the grace,
the dignity and the courtesy, with which they met
each other on all occasions, But as I insisted upon a
description of the probable results of a collision be-
tween them, he at length pronounced the opinion, that
if any collision should occur, it would go no further
than this— that the eloquent statesman might give a
gentle rebuke, or check, to the other individual, by
which he might slightly wound or humble his pride.
This was a true statement of an occurrence which had
actually taken place! And the only instance in which
any approach to a collision between these eminent
gentlemen had ever occurred. Delicacy forbids my
alluding to these personal matters in fuller detail. Suf-
fice it to say, that in this first psychometric experi-
ment of the kind, I was fully satisfied that, by this
process, we might obtain a mental dagucrreotype of
any one whose autograph we obtain, as perfect as the
physical daguerreotype of the features, obtained by
the agency of solar light.

In the next number I shall proceed with the narra-
tive of my experiments upon autographs from the first
experimental trials to the recent investigation of the
characters of our presidential candidates, Gen. Tay-
lor, Gen. Cass, Martin Van Buren and Gerritt Smith.
Before that number is published T would earnestly
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request that each reader of the Journal should make a
series of these experiments himself, that he may fully
realize their character and fairly appreciate their
value. To do this, select an impressible individual,
according to the method presented under the head of
“Interesting experiments” (in the January number),
by ascertaining whether he is susceptible of attraction.
When you have found an individual who is evidently
attracted by placing your hand near his forehead
while he is standing erect, request him to take his
seat and bring his intellectual powers to bear upon a
new experiment. If you are not perfectly certain of
his possessing the highest degree of impressibility,
commence with an experiment upon medicinal sub-
stances.  Select those of a marked character at first,
such as szzmulants of capsicum, cloves, opium, &c.;
emetics of ipecac, lobelia, tartarized antimony, &c.;
cathartics of jalap, podophyllum, gamboge, &c.; nar-
cotics of belladonna, stramonium, hyosciamus, &c.
Request him to sit still and hold any of these sub-
stances between his two hands (his muscles being
perfectly relaxed): let the medicines be contained in
a piece of paper, if you wish to conceal from him their.
nature, and let the quantity used be five or ten times
as much as would be required for an internal dose.
In looking for the results, bear in mind that each med-
icine produces numerous and complicated effects, and
that we should not expect its action to be wmerely
emetic, cathartic, stimulant, narcotic, &c., according
to its classification in the Materia Medica. It we sup-
pose that our patient or subject is deceiving us, merely
because his descriptions do not exactly coincide with
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our imperfect conceptions, we will do him great injus-
tice. Nor will his experiments always coincide with
each other. The- different amounts of the medicine,
and the different states of his constitution at different
times, will necessarily modify the result.

If, in this experiment, he shows impressibility, by
medicines in a high degree, it is extremely probable
that he will be impressible by autographs. To ascer-
tain this, select from your letters the one which was
written with the greatest intensity of feeling and force
of thought. .If you have any written under deep
grief, violent anger, lively joy, or tender love, and
especially if you have such as are opposite to each
other in their character, select the most marked one
for experiment, and place it upon the center of his
forehead. Let him place himself at ease, and quietly
support the letter with one hand, resting the arm
upon some convenient support. Before his taking
the letter, it will generally be desirable to excite the
intellectual organs by gently touching the central
portion of the forehead (just above the root of the
nose) for a few moments. Request your subject,
while the letter is in contact with his forehead, to
yield passively to the impression, and follow the
natural current of his ideas or feelings. Let him
state frankly his. thoughts and emotions while under-
going the experiment, and observe if they differ from
his previous train of mental operations. If. they do,
then ask him to infer or conjecture from the impres-
sion made sympathetically upon his own mind, what
was the mental condition, or what were the mental
peculiarities, of the writer.
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This he will probably be reluctant to do. He may
be conscious of a new and peculiar train of thoughts
or feeling, but he will suppose it accidental, or
attribute it to some trivial circumstance. He will
be quite reluctant to suppose that he is mentally
impressed by the letter. If he gratifies you by mak-
ing the conjecture, and stating that the letter may
have been written under feelings of sadness or grief,
and if, upon opening it, he discovers that his impres-
sion was true, he may be struck with the coincidence,
but he will probably think it accidental. The impres-
sions upon his mind were so vague and delicate, that
he can scarcely believe they were produced by the
letter. It is only after repeated success in such
experiments, that he acquires «confidence in his own
impressions, and learns to speak out freely.

Sometimes you will find your subject capable of
determining correctly only the state of feeling in
which the letter was written. With higher powers,
he will enter more thoroughly into sympathy with
the writer, and appreciate the traits of his character,
the strength and peculiarities of his intellect, his
favorite pursuits, his usual relations to society, his
actual position, his rank or office, Mis reputation, his
general career in life, his age, state of health, per-
sonal appearance, and all other peculiarities of his
physical constitution. Muck more than this is fre-
quently accomplished, but this much may easily be
verified by any one in the course of a few experiments.

And if we find these things true, to what do they
tend? Do they not tend to solve the problem of the
relations between MIND AND MATTER?
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Does it not appear that something emitted from. the
person or mind of the writer, has become attached
to, or connected with, the paper, as if the mental and
the physical were capable of entering into a psycho-
material combination? That some mysterious influ-
ence or mental substance is attached to the writing,
is proved by the experiment. We find that imme-
diate contact of the writing with the forehead, yields
an impression more promptly than contact of the
writing with the hands. When the letter is held
between the hands, the impression is at first local —
in the hand. Thence it gradually passes up the arm,
like the influence of a medicine, and reaches the
brain, where it affects the mental organs and gives
an impression of character. We find, too, that while
immediate contact of the writing with the forehead
imparts readily its mental influence, that influence
may be imparted even if the writing in question be
enveloped in a fold of blank paper; but every addi-
tional fold of paper intervening between the head of
the subject and the writing investigated, will retard
the experiment, and increase the difficulty of arriving
at a correct decision. Thus it appears, that a psycho-
logical influence, or power, has become attached to
the writing, and is capable of exerting its influence
with different degrees of intensity at different dis-
tances.

This leads us, then, to the threshold of the science
which explains the connection between the mind and
matter. If such combinations or unions exist, they
constitute the subjects of a science which might be
analogically called Psychological Chemistry. The
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combinations of mind and matter are continually
occurring in nature. The grains of corn which this
year are growing in open fields, unconnected with
animal life, are destined, next year, to yield their
particles to enter into combination with the active
minds of the present generation. The carbon,
oxygen and hydrogen of the corn, are capable of
entering into this union by means of a well known
process. They do not change their nature, but con-
tinue still the very same carbon, oxygen and
hydrogen, with the same chemical powers and
properties. They merely change slightly their
molecular arrangement, enter the cavities of the
human body, and pass, in company ,with the vita-
lized blood, throughout its channels of circulation,
and in contact with the various vital structures of
the body. The elements of corn, after being suita-
bly dissolved, become vitalized simply &y contact
with the interior of the living organs of the body.

The most careful investigations -of physiologists
have gone no further than this. They show that the
absorbed chyle from the digestive organs gradually
approximates the character of blood, as it moves
toward the lungs, and that after it has passed the
rounds of the circulation (modified as it goes by
various secreting organs), it becomes fully vitalized
and ready to unite with the living organs. Then
where a demand exists for new materials in any of
the tissues, this well prepared substance takes its
place, and by means of contact or union with the
vital tissues, becomes a part of that living, mind-
obeying machine, the human body. Previous to
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this process, the vegetable carbon had no connection
with mind, but now it has become implicitly obedient
to the mind operating through the brain. Thus a
large number of the substances of the material world
are capable of becoming united with the human mind
as its obedient organs, by coming under the influence
of contact with the living body in its interior.

Contact and the nervous influences transmitted
by contact, are the efficient causes of the change
from dead to living substance, by which mind and
matter are brought into union. But if any change or
union is wrought by zmmediate contact, may not
phenomena of a similar character be produced at a
greater distance? May not the vitalizing and wmen-
talizing influence extend to substances e%rior to our
bodies as well as to those in the interior?

That the vital influence may thus combine with
inanimate matter, is proved by the phenomena of
contagious and infectious diseases, by the experi-
ments of animal magnetism, and by these ex-
periments on letters. Whether these mental in-
fluences proceed directly from the mental organs
to the paper, or are transmitted by the arm and
conducted by the pen, need not be discussed at
present. Suffice it to say, that any highly impres-
sible individual may recognize, in any piece of
writing, the entire mental and physical influence
-of the writer.

By appreciating this influence justly, he may
measure accurately the entire mental character.
There are other methods of arriving at a scientific
knowledge of character, or measuring the mind;
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but the art of mind-measuring, or Psyclo-metry, has
no method of investigation more perfect or delicate,
and universally applicable, than this, which is, par
excellence, entitled to be called PsycHOMETRY.

Will you not, kind reader, do yourself the justice
to institute these experiments which I have des-
cribed? I pledge myself, that if you persevere in
them, you will fully succeed. Until you have done
this, let me suspend my narrative. Meantime,
repeat the experiments as fully as possible which I
have described, and then, when we meet again, this
narrative will be continued, with all the advantages
of positive knowledge and mutual sympathy.

The sublime bearing of these discoveries upon the
question ofgghe nature and immortality of the soul,
and their important practical application to the in-
vestigation of character in public and private life,
will readily occur to the reflecting mind. The
phrenologist will rejoice to recognize in this new
. science, a method of ascertaining character far more
accurate and satisfactory than craniology, and the
speculative philosopher will perceive that we have
reached the commencement of a new era in science. K

In the application of this discovery, a series of
researches may now be undertaken, which will not
only unfold the general laws of mind, but eclucidate
the characters of living men and throw a novel light
upon the darker passages of history.

The course of experimental investigation is ex-
tremely simple. Any one who can obtain interesting
autographs, and who has a circle of intelligent ac-
quaintance, is fully prepared for a course of pihlo-
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sophical experiments. I have usually selected for
my first experiments, letters written under intense
feelings. The best that I have used, is a letter
written by a gentleman of strong character and ardent
emotions, immediately after the death of his wife.
The overwhelming grief and agonizing sense of
desolation, with which he narrated the death of his
beautiful and queenly bride, never failed to arouse
vivid feelings in those of high impressibility. In one
of my first experiments, that letter was placed in the
hands of a lady, the wife of Dr. C. of Boston, who,
as well as her husband, was entirely skeptical as to
such experiments. The first effect discovered was
visible in the tears which she could not restrain.
Several times, in other cases, I have simply placed
the letter upon the forehead, and left it to tell its own
tale of woe, in the sad countenance and tearful eyes
of the subject of the experiment. Where the sym-
pathy was thus complete, they were generally able,
upon composing themselves, to inform me that the
feeling aroused in. their own minds, was that of grief
— such as would be caused by the loss of some very
near ‘and dear friend or relative. Quite a number
have been able to state, from their impressions, that
the grief of the writer, was caused by the death of
his wife; and some have even vaguely described her
appearance.

When the individual (subjected to the experiment)
was capable of strong emotions of grief, or had met
with similar misfortunes himself, he generally appre-
ciated better the feelings of the writer; but, when
naturally callous to such emotions, he would recog-
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nize the intense and unpleasant excitement, without
appreciating its cause. But the characteristic effects
of the letter were (in proportion as manifested) alike
in all cases—an accelerated action of the heart, a
deeper respiration, a feeling of excitement and
anxiety gradually deepening into confirmed sadness,
an excitement and tension in the lateral and posterior
parts of the head, over the location of the organs most
excited : such were its usual effects. Some who could
not receive any impression from ordinary letters,
could perceive from this a feeling of excitement with
an increased pulsation and respiration. Others could
merely perceive that it produced a serious or grave
mental condition, bordering upon melancholy. Mrs.
G., a lady of vigorous mind, after holding the letter
upon her head a short time, decided thateshe felt no
impression; but, as I perceived its effect upon her
countenance and voice, I asked, what had been the
direction of her thoughts? when she confessed, that
she had fallen into a melancholy vein, and was think-
ing sadly of the utter worthlessness of earthly pleas-
ures and objects of pursuit.

It is necessary that the inquirer should be prepared
to assist and encourage his subject, in their first exper-
iments, to give him the requisite confidence and in-
duce him to scrutinize and report the various mental
operations, which he might otherwise overlook, until
he has learned the nature of his task. It is an effort
of very dehcate observation and- self:conscious scru-
tiny, for which” those will be best qualified whose
minds are well disciplined in meditation. It is not the.
insignificant and  entirely passive) character, which will
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excel in such experiments. Talent requires talent for
its appreciation, and the various emotions or passions
would be poorly conceived or described by those who
had nothing equivalent in themselves. The philoso-
pher, hero, orator and philanthropist, can be thor-
oughly and fully appreciated only by their peers;
hence, it is important that the subjects of these experi-
ments should be themselves possessed of sufficient in-
tellectual power and fullness of character, to weigh
and estimate judiciously the intellect and character of
others.

Often have I found the experiment yielding an im-
perfect result on account of the incapacity of the sub-
ject to appreciate the writer, when the same individ-
ual could describe with fidelity others more nearly
akin to himself, with whom he could establish an inti-
mate sympathy.

The agonizing emotions of the letter of grief, above
mentioned, would upon some make no deep impres-
sion ; but, no sooner was it applied to the head of the
talented Bishop Otey, of Tennessee, than his warm
sympathies were elicited, and he felt, as he described
it, the same emotions which he experienced upon
hearing of the death of his friend , killed by
the explosion, on the steamboat Lucy Walker, and
thus snatched, in the prime of life, from a large circle
of friends.

We should be guarded against relying implicitly
upon opinions pronounced in -this manner, in refer-
ence to character, even by those of much penetration,
for unless the judgment be sound and well balanced,
the emotions and passions. fully, developed, and all
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the circumstances of the experiment fair and judicious,
it may evince material errors.

But, accuracy in determining character should not
be regarded as our aim, or the object of the experi-
ment. Its true aim is, to establish the important
principle, that man possesses a psychometric sense,
or power of receiving delicate impressions from any
living organism, by means of some delicate, impon-
derable agency, not visible to the eye, nor known to
the researches of chemistry.

It is important to establish this proposition, because
in so doing, we lay the foundation for valuable
scientific knowledge. We verify an instrumentality,
by means of which, as by the galvanic battery, we
acquire new powers of investigation and analysis. .

To verify this power, it is necessary merely to show
that the impression derived from autographs corre-
sponds to the character of the autograph. This may
easily be done by trying, successively, specimens in
which there is a marked difference. |

The letter, expressing grief, I have usually followed
by one of a cheerful character—as a love-letter or
one of lively spirit. Frequently the contrast between
the two would be so striking, as to produce a burst of
laughter, and to convince the subject, by the great
transition of his feelings, that it was produced by
something more than an accidental train of thought.
Yet, sometimes it has been necessary for them to try
the letters, alternately, more than once, to be fully
convinced that their feclings were controlled and
caanged by the contact with the writing.

Of course any knowledge or anticipation of the

or g
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character of the documents used, might in some cases
have an influence upon the mind of the subject, and
should therefore be carefully kept from him. As the
experiment has usually been tried, by placing the
letters upon the forehead, he has not even seen the
letter upon which the opinion is pronounced. Some-
times it has been placed between his hands and a
handkerchief laid over them, to prevent his seeing
anything. But, in truth, these precautions are neces-
sary, chiefly in reference to the spectators. The
subject himself, if he really receives an impression
from the letter, will find that impression sufliciently
forcible and decisive to lead his mind, independent of
any other suggestion.

A judicious method of questioning, which imparts
no information by leading questions, but which con-
trols and directs the attention in a systematic manner,
will be important in the initiation of those whose
minds are not already well disciplined, or whose
prejudices prevent their co-operating heartily.

Among the most interesting of my experiments,
have been those upon the autographs of our distin-
guished public men. A letter from Gen. Jackson,
written to my father-in-law, Judge Rowan (during
the political campaign before his election) in a
spirited style, was the subject of many satisfactory
experiments. Among my first subjects of experi-
ment, at Boston, was the Rev. Mr. Kent, a gentle-
man of pure and pious character—of an active
mind, with a feeble physical constitution. Spending
an evening, at his residence, in Roxbury, I made a
number of experiments, which proved him to possess
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high impressibility, and then told him, I would
demonstrate, that he possessed powers in his own
constitution more incredible than anything he had
yet witnessed, by making him reveal the character
of persons, whom he had never seen, by means of
contact with letters, which he had never read !

He expressed his incredulity and his willingness
to try whatever was proposed. I placed some letters
upon the table and requested him to place his hand
npon them, successively, watch his mental impres-
sions while in contact, and report the result.

His hand was placed, first, upon the letter of grief
— and he experienced the usual saddening influence.
It was then placed upon the letter of Gen. Jackson,
and he soon caught its fiery and resolute spirit; he
rose from his seat, announced his impressions in a
bold, and correct manner, and manifested so much
excitement, that I deemed it necessary to interrupt
the experiment, by removing his hand, in order that
he might become sufficiently calm to estimate the
character and express himself correctly.

Mr. K. subsequently gave me his manuscript
journal, in which he recorded, at the time, his own
impressions of these occurrences, from which I now
take the liberty of making an extract:

““ He then placed a folded letter wijth the sealed
side only seen, on the table, and requested me to
place my right hand upon it. The experiment
seemed to me preposterous; but I remarked, that
whatever, if any, sensation followed, I should truly
communicate it. I felt nothing in my frame at the
moment, but very soon an increasing, unusual heat
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in the palm of my hand; this was followed by a
prickling sensation, commencing in my fingers’ ends
and passing gradually over the top of my hand, and
up the outside of my arm. I felt for nearly a minute
no change in my mental condition, and stated this.
Dr. Buchanan had given no hint of the nature or
author of any letter he had with him — and I had no
bias or subject on my mind from the day’s experience
to influence me. A rush of sadness, solemnity and
distress, suddenly came over mej my thoughts were
confused and yet rapid — and I mentioned, there is
trouble and sorrow here. There is, too, perplexity
in my feelings. My whole description, taken down
at the time, is in other hands. I could not have
remembered anything more than a general impression
of it after the letter was removed.

¢¢Another letter was laid upon the table, under my
hand. My first sensations were sharper and stronger
than before, passing up in the same manner from my
fingers’ ends. In less than a minute my whole arm
became violently agitated, and I yielded to an irresist-
ible impulse, to give utterance to my thoughts and
feelings. A determined, self-confident, daring and
triumphant feeling, suggested the language I used,
and it seemed to me, that I could have gone on
triumphantly to the accomplishment of any purpose,
however subtile or strong might be the opposition to
be overcome. My whole frame was shaken, my
strength wrought up to the highest tension, my face
and arm burned, and, near the close of my descrip-
tion (which also was taken down and is in other
hands), when I retouched the letter, after repeated
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removals of my hand by Dr. B., in consequence of
my great excitement, it was like touching fire, which
ran to my very toes. Dr. B. afterward read the
letter and signature of Gen. Jackson.”

The language of this letter is as forcible and con-
centrated as any that ever emanated from the pen of
the old Hero. He declined visiting Kentucky, lest
it should afford an opportunity to his political oppo-
nents to assail his motives and thus weaken the
confidence of the people, so ¢ that the people,
shaken in their confidence and divided in their
action, shall lose both their advocates and their
cause. Thus the panders of power. mocked the
efforts of the people in former times, because they
were blinded by their arts, or saw them too late to
counteract them. - Their prominent friends and
advocates, too, contributing to the calamities by
attempting to fight them with their own weapons,
when it would take more than the strength of a
Hercules to grasp all the plans which these Pro-
tean monsters could devise.”

When we imagine these and similar expressions in
the letter, backed by the flashing and indignant eye
of the old Hero of the Hermitage, we can well
understand the spirit which was transfused into Mr.
K., and which seemed for the moment an excitement
too powerful for his delicate frame. Never did he
succeed more fully in infusing his spirit into his
subordinates, on the field of battle, than it was
infused, on this occasion, into' the meek and spiritual
clergyman, at the distance of more than a thousand
miles, by the agency of that thrilling letter.
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¢ Can such things be
And overcome us like a summer’s cloud,
. Without our special wonder?”

Aye! such facts may be taking place daily, all
over the world— and may become familiar as the
changes of the seasons, to the intelligent and liberal
portions of society, before the official dignitaries
and wise men of our learned societies can become
aware of their existence. And why not? Who
would expect a society of learned men, the special
cultivators and guardians of science, as they claim to
be, to know as much of these wonderful sciences now
developing, as the common kind of people, who
have no artificial reputation to risk in expressing an
opinion — no false and inflated conceptions of dignity
and stability to hold them back, and who can march
right on, from truth to truth, as fast and far as experi-
mental demonstration can lead them! If any of the
young men of the scientific world, unencumbered
with a heavy reputation, should display a similar
alacrity in the pursuit of truth, the phenomenon
might be intelligible ; but, when gentlemen of forty
or fifty years of age are appealed to, we cannot but
anticipate that they will be as backward now as they
were in the days of Harvey.

Fortunately, we are not dependent upon their slow
" movements. The stream of human life 1s freshened
every ten years, by substituting, for the older classes
of society, a generation of youth, who have just
entered upon the active duties of manhood, and who
possess the true spirit of the time. YOUNG MEN! it
is to you that I appeal. Each generation advances
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beyond its predecessors, as each wave of the rising
tide flows further in upon the shore.

I appeal to all, who are unencumbered by prejudice
or by the inertia of old habits, to realize by experi-
ment, to verify and to know, the things which I have
here asserted.

In my experiment with Mr. K., I noted down at
the time, much of the language of his description,
when inspired by the influence of Gen. Jackson; and,
however imperfect the report may be, I prefer to give
it as a fair illustration of such experiments. As soon
as the exciting influence had begun to counteract the
previous impression of sadness, he remarked, ¢ I feel
anxious still, but I have strength enough to go through
with it.

¢« Let it come ! — Let it come !|— LET 1T COME!—
[His hand was removed from the letter]. It seemed
to me when my hand was on it, I could go through
everything — I had the feeling — 7 AM suficient for
2.

¢ Every time I touch it, I feel more and more of
that resolution — come high or come low —1 feel as
John Adams, when he exclaimed, ¢ Live or die— sur-
vive or perish, etc.””

He was asked what was the impression it made
upon his mind — he replied :

¢« It teaches me that I must watch, watch, watch —
look at danger lurking everywhere.”

What kind of danger, he was asked —

‘“ From those who attempt to cramp and do me
injustice — to put me down. ButI am sure that if I
do watch, there is energy enough to carry me for-
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ward. I am sure I shall carry my point. I should
know what I was about.”

He was asked, what such a man would be fit for —
he replied :

¢« e is fit to stand where very few men will stand
— where it is necessary to have determination and
quick decision — where a man must say, that what-
ever obstacles there are, must be overcome. When
I have any difficulties to overcome, I should like to
have this influence.” '

Question — What kind of pursuits is he adapted
tor

¢« Not private.' He is a man, among men — in the
world. He would forget the domestic relations — go
into the world and leave domestic affairs to a wife.”

Question — What would be his leading motives?

¢¢ Not personal ambition — but I feel that I can do
what other men cannot do— yet there is a good deal
of vain glory at the bottom. I do not think he can
have the sentiment of religion very strong. I should
feel like a kind father — indulgent.”

Question — What sphere of life would he occupy?

¢The highest he could reach.”

Question — How high?

“Very high—the very top round of the ladder.
He has not solid learning. He has more of impulse
and self-will than of calm#religious wisdom.”

He was asked, how such a character would sym-
pathize with Milton, Shakspeare, Bonaparte, John
Quincy Adams and Washington.

With Milton, he thought he would not sympathize,
but he would with Shakspeare, especially in his bat-



48 Original Sketch.

tle scenes; he would be totally different from John
Quincy Adams — as different from Washington as
passion from wisdom, but ¢ hale fellow well met,”
with Bonaparte.

Question — To what class of men does he belong?

“ To the race of Alexander! What is it that com-
pels me to say these things?”

He compared him in reply to several questions to
O’Connell and R. W. Emerson, from whom he dif-
fered widely —to Burr, who more nearly resembled
him —to Webster, who was merely a giant of intel-
lect, while this man was a giant with intellect enough
to guide him and help him to make himself ¢ the ob-
served of all observers.” ¢ He is an ambitious, pub-
lic, popular man.”

Finally, without any question to lead him to it, he
named the very author of the letter — remarking, ¢ it
seems from some foreign, furious spirit, or from suc/ a
man as Gen. Fackson.”

He described him as a man of a strong, nervous,
excitable, passionate temperament, as ¢‘ just the man
to be a Captain Miles Standish: he would take the
lead —he would. fight honestly — he is proud and
happy in fighting for his country — he would die in
the last ditch before sacrificing his counfry’s rights.”

There was no little surprise when the letter was
read and proved to be from the pen of Gen. Jackson.
Still more was Bishop Otey astonished, when, upon
my first interview with him, after a lapse of ten years
(during which these discoveries had been made), I
placed upon his forehead this same letter of Gen.
Jackson, to test his impressibility, and, notwithstand-
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ing his skepticism, gave him thus a vivid impression of
a heroic, violent character, whom he at first compared
to Napoleon, and finally pronounced to be just suck @
man.as Gen. Fackson: when he had reached this cli-
max of his discription, I showed him the letter in the
handwriting of Gen. Jackson himself!! whom he was
thus so forcibly describing.

After my experiment with Mr. K., a gentleman
present produced a letter which he wished to make
the subject of a similar experiment. Fearing that it
might be from some one in a state of disease, or whose
mental influence would be pernicious, I required an
assurance, before trying the experiment, that it was
not calculated to produce any injury. The following
extract from Mr. K.’s journal describes the experi-
ment :

“Mr. A. Putnam now mentioned that he had re-
cently received a letter, which he should be gratified
to submit to my experiment, and after an assurance to
Dr. B., that it was from the hand of no one who -
might impart an injurious physical or mental influence
to me, it was placed in my hands. The same physi-
cal sensations were felt as before, though in a much
smaller degree. My mind soon took a decided tone
of sympathy. I felt irresistably drawn toward Mr.
P., and I leave others to speak of the result of the ex-
periment, which certainly was beyond my voluntary
control, charging myself to remember only the amaze-
ment I felt, at the truth of my description, when the
letter was read.”

In the numerous experiments which I have made
upon this letter of Gen. Jackson, I have never seen a
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more intense impression than this upon Mr. K., but
the varied results have been extremely instructive, in
showing how 7ke same impression is differently recog-
nezed by different minds. ~

The minds of men are not perfectly transparent
crystals, through which the light may pass unchanged,
producing the same image in all. Each has its own
peculiar stratification, which in some way distorts the
fair image of truth, and each has its own peculiar
tinge to color the picture of the external world. In
our mental daguerreotypy, a perfectly transparent,
achromatic intellect, is one of the rarest endowments
among men — especially among those whose ambition
and selfish energies have given them a prominent
rank.

The autograph of Gen. Jackson, which always im-
parted a conception of energy and force of character,
produced a very different conception of his moral
worth, as the individual deciding was more or less in-
clined to admire his military career. Those who pos-
sessed a similar spirit would use the language of eulo-
gium, while those whose sympathies and opinions led
them to act with the Whig party, in opposition to the '
General, were disposed to condemn some traits of his
character, even when thus deciding by mental impres-
sions, unconscious of their source.

The opinions pronounced were not always in ac-
cordance with the previous opinions entertained by
the individual (especially when such opinions were
based upon any erroneous information), but were
formed in accordance with his general habits of
thought, and the standard of character, which he re-
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cognized as just. Ience, a public man, overrated by
common fame, would sometimes be brought to his
true level in these Psychometric decisions, and others
less known to fame would receive liberal justice.

The opinion given, appeared to be generally a fair
application of the principles and standard of character
in the mind of the subject, to the essential character
and spirit of the writer, uncloaked by any disguise,
and uninfluenced. by public opinion, or even the pre-
vious opinions of the subject, concerning the same per-
son. Thus, when the Rev. Mr. K. was tested upon
the autograph of Mr. Jefferson, of whom he gave a
favorable description, he expressed much gratification
afterward, at having been thus enabled to obtain so
much higher a conception of the character of Mr.
Jefferson, than he had previously entertained, having
imbibed in early life some prejudice against that states-
man.

A lawyer of the democratic party, in Mississippi,
politically opposed to Mr. Clay, and, consequently,
viewing his character through the medium of party
spirit, was ascertained to be highly impressible. A
number of experiments convinced him of the verity
of his psychometric power. A letter was subjected
to his investigation, to which he gave such a charac-
ter as has been given Mr. Clay by his ardent admir-
ers—and as he felt the impression vividly, he expressed
himself strongly. When he learned who was the
author of the letter, he at once frankly acknowledged
that he was convinced of the admirable qualities of
Mr. Clay’s character, and would, henceforth, renounce
his prejudices against him! Thus the letter was the
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means of establishing a true mental contact between
Mr. Clay and Mr. W., by which the latter learned
his true charaéter; and I feel well assured, from
their relative charaéters, that if they had met in
unreserved social intercourse, Mr. W. would have
derived the same impression from personal associa-
tion.

In my first experiments with Judge T. (of the
Supreme Court of Mississippi), a different result
occurred. The Judge, though a democrat in politics,
was a man of calm refleftive charaéter, and New
England educationr—one of the men in whom we
should not look for any mental affinity with the Hero
of New Orleans. In accordance with his usual
habits, he was slow to recognize the truth of Neurol-
ogy ; but, having seen a number of illustrative facts,
and observed its truth as applied to himself, he began
to pay some attention to the subject. I fancied that
he was impressible, and made the first trial with him
among the members of my class, by placing upon his
forehead the autograph of GEN. WasniNeTON.  His
impressions were vivid and clear—he gave an opin-
ion in forcible and eloquent language, which intensely
interested all around, and was indeed one of the best
descriptions of Washington’s character which I have
ever heard. Before gratifying his curiosity to know
of whom he had thus spoken, I requested him to pro-
nounce his impressions of another autograph, which
I next offered.

I placed upon his forehead the autograph of Gen.
Jackson. As soon as the spell of the influence of
Washington had subsided, he perceived a very differ-
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ent charaéter, and recoiled from it with an expression
of aversion, seemingly reluétant to express his opin-
ion. But upon refle¢tion he renewed the experiment,
expressing the apprehension that he might do some
injustice by so hasty a conclusion. He then deliber-
ately proceeded to portray the character, not as it
would have been viewed by a political friend of the
General, but just as we might suppose it would have
been estimated by one of the previous education and
habits of Judge T.—in fact, it was just such a descrip-
tion as might have been heard from the political oppo-
nents of Gen. Jackson, when he was in the arena of
party politics. Thus, the opinions, in these cases,
proved to be just such decisions as might have been
expeéted from the true mental contaét of the men
aside from all extrinsic influence.

The psychometric experiment, therefore, does not
infallibly develop a true estimate of men, but tries, or
estimates their true character, by the standard of jus-
tice and propriety in the mind of the subjet. Its
advantage consists in the fadt, that it is a fair trial of
the true man—the essential spirit of his charaéter is
appreciated, stripped alike of the halo of reputation,
the mists of obscurity, and the mirage of prejudice.
The man is truthfully made known to those who
decide upon his merits; the spirit of the man is con-
veyed by his writings, and though silent, he is fully
heard and understood. ‘

Yet it may happen that the writer is so very dissim-
ilar to the subject, that no proper sympathy can be
established, nor any proper opinion obtained. Some-
times the subjeét will be able to decide with facility
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and correétness upon one class of autographs, but will
be utterly disqualified for appreciating another class,
especially when he has strong prejudices, or carries
any of his opinions to a fanatical extravagance. I
was much amused with the influence of the autograph
of General Jackson, upon a lady, of strong prejudices,
quite zealous in behalf of anti-slavery, non-resistance,
and other moral doétrines and reforms—there was too
great a repugnance of sentiment, for her to appreci-
ate justly his charadter, but she was so thoroughly
under the influence of the letter (knowing nothing of
the name of the writer), as to get an idea of his per-
sonal appearance, to feel an intense excitement of the
region of Firmness in her own head (the usual effeét
of the letter), and even to feel asif her face, which
was round and full, was distorted in resemblance to
the writer’s. She complained of feeling, as though
her face was hard and elongated, her cheeks hollow,
and her whole temperament changed to the energetic
iron tone of General Jackson’s. This physical change
attrated her attention even more than the traits of
the charaéter, and so vivid were her sensations, that
it was only by feeling her own face with her hands,
and asking those present how it looked, that she could
escape the conviction, that her face had actually
changed its appearance. The idea of a change in
her face, was a spontaneous suggestion of her own,
and surprised me by the extent to which she carried
it. This physical sympathy regularly occurs in such
experiments, whether observed or not. Hence, the
precautions against using the manuscript of those in
bad health are often important.



Original Sketch. 58

A young lady, of Boston, of highly cultivated
mind, with a very delicate constitution, was tried, by
one of her friends, in an experiment upon the auto-
graph of an eminent divine. The experiment was
very satisfactory in the portraiture of his character
and emotions ; but, at its close, the young lady found
a great difficulty of locomotion, which was quite
inexplicable to them, until they recollected the lame-
ness of the writer, Rev. Mr. Gannett, to whose
influence she had been subjected.” In subsequent
experiments, the same young lady found herself so
frequently injured by the morbid influence of auto-
graphs, injudiciously urged upon her for investigation
by friends, as to compel her to decline the experi-
ments, for self-preservation.

The extent to which this physical sympathy may
be carried, renders it practicable to describe the
physiological condition of the writer, as correctly
as the mental. Indeed, I have sometimes resorted
to this method, for the purpose of ascertaining the
condition of patients at a distance. The great value
of this method of diagnosis, however, is limited by
the fact, that such- investigations may be quite
unpleasant and injurious to those who are employed
in sympathetically describing disease. A long con-
tinuance, or frequent repetition of such experiments,
would prove decidedly injurious to their health, but
a brief occasional examination, followed by manipu-
lations to disperse the morbid influence and restore a
healthy action, might be undertaken with impunity.

The physiological and pathological influence, which
attaches to a letter, is not limited to that method of
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transmission. It is true the mental influence is more
thoroughly imparted in the act of writing, in which
the mind is vigorously engaged; but, even in ordi-
nary contact, the influence of the whole constitution
may be imparted, sufficiently for diagnosis, by the
highly susceptible. Thus, a lock of hair, or an
article of clothing, may be made the means of form-
ing a correct diagnosis. In this fact, the philosophic
mind sees but an extension of the law of contagion.
The clothing of the sick, or anything with which
they have been in contact, will, it is well known,
transmit to healthy constitutions their peculiar form
of disease. It is commonly supposed, that this law
of contagion is limited in its operation to certain
specific diseases; but, in truth, there is no such
definite boundary between contagion and non-conta-
gion. All diseases partake in some degree of the
contagious character, and whenever the disease is
sufficiently intense, the number of sick sufficiently
accumulated, the constitutions of the attendants suf-
ficiently predisposed, or the contaét with the sick
sufficiently frequent and intimate, diseases are trans-
mitted — not only cholera, yellow fever -and typhoid
fever, but even diseases of a milder type, may be
thus imparted. And as there is an infinite gradation
and variety of sensibility in different constitutions,
even reasoning @ prior: should teach us, that there
may be individuals upon whom all diseases exert a
contagious influence, and that this contagion might
be transmitted according to the usual laws of conta-
gion or infection, by any substance which has been
in contact with the patient.
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How absurd, then, is the condudt of those medical
men, who sneer at the pretensions of mesmerism, and
who refuse to believe in the sympathetic diagnosis of
disease, when it is strictly in accordance with the
history of epidemic diseases. If, kind reader, you
have ever indulged a hasty prejudice against mes-
meric subjects, who profess to diagnosticate disease
by contaét with a lock of hair, or any article of cloth-
ing, will you not lay aside such feelmgs, and observe
how strictly such performances are in harmony with the
laws of the nervous system, and with our own experi-
ments upon medicines and upon letters. If you have
not yet learned that such things are possible, let me
request you, in your next experiment upon a letter, to
select one from an individual laboring under some
disease or pain, at the time of writing, and observe
whether the subject of your experiment does not
sympathize with the physical suffering of the writer.
After you have made a few such experiments, you
will agree with me, as to the value of this method of
diagnosis, and you will not doubt that physicians may
hereafter rely upon this method in the treatment of
patients at a distance.

To develop properly the subJect of Psychometry,
in all its bearings, would require a large volume. In
this brief sketch I can but glance at its principal
relations :

I. As a practical means of judging of the charac-
ters of men more accurately, than by the aids of
phrenology and physiognomy.

2. As an assistance to the study of history and
blography
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3- Asan assistance to the administration of jus-
tice, in determining questions of guilt or innocence,
sanity or insanity.

4. As assistant to self-cultivation, by the study of
our own character, and to the education of the young,
by showing their true mental and physical condition.

5. As an assistance to the practice of medicine,
by furnishing a convenient method of pathological
diagnosis.

6. As the means of investigating spiritual phil-
osophy — the existence and relations of the soul, and
the various relations of the living man to the spiritual
world.

As a method of determining the characters of the
living, Psychometry has an accuracy and delicacy
which phrenology and physiognomy cannot possibly
obtain. Phrenology, at best, but estimates the proba-
ble tendencies of the character, from the cranial
development. It determines nothing positively, for
it leaves to education and circumstances a controlling
influence. Psychometry determines ¢%e actual charac-
ter, as it was at the time of writing — tracing not
only the essential personal character, but the rela-
tions of the individual to those around him and his
entire social position. It enters into the analysis and
portraiture of his feelings, like an intimate friend
speaking from personal knowledge.

I have often tested its powers in relation to myself
and friends, as well as to many celebrated characters,
and thus have ascertained its adaptation to minute por-
traiture. Indeed the subject;will frequently not only
describe the character of the writer, but speak of “the ;

.
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character of the letter, the principal ideas which it
conveys, and the motives of the writer in expressing
those ideas. Nay more, the conceptions which the
writer may entertain of the person, to whom or of
whom he is writing, will frequently be distinctly
described ; and, in some instances, where the person
addressed is one of greater weight of character than
the writer, the idea of him may even take precedence
of the conception of the writer himself.

The sketches of individual character, have often
been so striking, that the auditors could recognize the
individual by the description, while the subject, en-
grossed in the study of his mental impressions, would
be utterly unconscious of the accurate application of
his sketch to some well-known character. In other
cases, the subject would perceive its application to
some known individual and declare that he knew who
was the writer. .

One of the best portrayers of character, whom I
have found, was a gentleman * of the legal profession
of Jackson, Mississippi, who approached the subject
with great skepticism and was very reluctant to be-
lieve in the verity of his impressions ; but, after becom-
ing convinced, would frequently try the experiment to
gratify his friends, who had heard of his remarkable
powers in these psychometric experiments. A few
weeks after I had introduced him to this class of ex-
periments, I learned that he had kept an account ot
his progress in that way, and that he had pronounced
upon one hundred and fifty autographs, without mak-
ing any very material errors in the whole of his opin

* Charles Scott, subsequently Chancellor,
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ions. His success induced efforts to hoax him, which
were baffled by the great accuracy of his perceptions.
A blank letter was given him to investigate, presum-
ing that he would indulge his imagination in giving it
a character, and thus afford a little sport. One of
less acuteness might well have been hoaxed, by de-
scribing his own frame of mind at the time, and sup-
posing it to be derived from the writer of the letter;
but Mr. S., after holding it sometime upon his fore-
head, perceived that no new mental condition was
produced, and concluded, that as no mental impres-
sion arose, the pretended letter was void of writing.
Thus detecting the hoax, he turned the tables upon
the hoaxers, by remarking, that the letter was like its
author who presented it, @ perfect blank in society.

It is obvious, that such an experiment would form
no proper test of the verity of these perceptions; for
most persons, in their first experiments, are by no
means certain whether their mental impressions arise
from their own spontaneous trains of thought, or from
the influence of the letter — hence they would not be
able to discriminate between a letter and a piece of
blank paper, until a sufficient amount of experience
had made them familiar with the various impressions,
and able to decide positively between the suggestions of
association and the influence of exterior impressions.

Frequently it happens, that the first impressions of
a letter will be vague and even incorrect —the mind
not being in the right mood to sympathize with it—
and the individual venturing to express an opinion,
before he has had time to perceive the whole charac-
ter, and weigh its different tendencies.
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Thus, for example, Mr. S., on one occasion, fell
into an error, in the commencement of his description
of a difficult autograph, although he would usually
describe the person with so much minuteness in all his
relations, as to tell the exact political office which he
occupied. When trying the autograph of Judge T.,
above mentioned, he pronounced the writer to be a
lawyer, a jurist, and to be actually an occupant of the
Supreme Bench of the State, which was true. In
other cases he would say, this man has been President
of the United States (if trying the autograph of one
of the Presidents), or he aspires to that office, when
he examined the autographs of presidential ‘candi-
dates.

It happened that while Mr. S. and several other
" gentlemen were sitting with me, in my apartment at
the Hotel (in Jackson, Mississippi), I proposed a new
experiment, for the gratification of some who had
never witnessed his powers. I selected an autograph,
which, on previous occasions, I had avoided using, on
account of the peculiar difficulty of its investigation.
The difficulty in this case (which I will explain here-
after), made it necessary to employ one like Mr. S.,
acute in perception and clear in his judgment, to de-
cide correctly —but even he was at first a little at
fault. The letter was from GENERAL LAFAYETTE.
It was placed upon his forehead — no one in that re-
gion even suspected that I had any such document in
my possession, until after the experiment. After delib-
erating a few moments he remarked :

¢ Seems to be dead — no activity in the region of
the heart — great quietude in the physiological condi-
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don — pEAD decidedly. The impressions are less dis-
tinct than usual.”

In a few moments he proceeded: ‘¢ A character of
great benevolence — religion ; he is firm and decided,
— his affections are strong ; he is philanthropic, a man
of excellent judgment, rather philosophic; he would
think deeply, profoundly ; he was a man of consider-
able invention ; he made his own fortune — rose from
humble station. [Thus far, we perceive, he had
caught the character but not fully weighed it, the last
remark being a hasty inaccurate conclusion.] He is
well-known — he lives in history. Ilis perceptive
organs are good, he has great observation, a great
admirer of the beauties of nature — there is more cool
deliberate thought here.”

Question — At what period did he live —in what -
kind of scenes did he figure?

¢ He figured in the revolutionary war!”

Question — What part did he bear?

““IHe bore a distinguished part— was perhaps in
the Continental Congress.”

Question — Where do you locate him?

¢t Not in the United States — in France!”

Question — Why do you say so?

¢¢ It rises up before me.”

Question — To what pursuits is he adapted? What
kind of a lawyer would he make?

<1 do not think that that is his field.”

Question — What. would you think of him as a
statesman ?

¢ Very well—he is almost too conscientious for a
real politician.”
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Question— What would 3'70u think of him as a mil-
itary man?

“ First rate! calm, dignified, self-possessed, with
great promptness and decision, he would meet it
boldly.. There is a great deal of philosophy in his
tone of thought and observation.”

Question— What do you think of his principles?

“They areliberal, republican—he has confidence
in the doctrines of self-government by the people—
he has no doubt about the problem.”

Question — What reputation does he bear?

“ Very exalted — there is no difference of opinion
— posterity are grateful — they hold his memory
dear — they think him a patriotic, noble-hearted,
courageous man — one who had the interests of the
world at heart — who wished to dispense light and
liberty to all the world: he would not be contented
with any small matter, nor on a small theatre.”

Question — What of his ambition?

‘ He has so many good qualities, I hardly know ;
he would be governed more by high moral faculties
than by ambition.”

¢ He has been in battle! He was in the battle of
Germantown ! That rises up before me! He has
been wounded, has shed his blood! He was wounded
in that battle ! ”

As he had now evidently full possession of the
character, and the former and latter portions of his
description were rather inconsistent, I asked him to
review the matter and give me his final decision.
He remarked, that the latter portion of his opinion
was more correct than the former, and that, as to
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invention, there was good inventive power, but it was
exercised in planning rather than invention — that he
was deeply interested in the American war, and if
not in the Congress, took a deep interest in that body.
In reply to questions, he remarked, that he had been
imprisoned and escaped —that he had enjoyed a
vigorous constitution — had died a natural death at
seventy-eight or eighty years of age, and had
probably deceased some eight or ten years since.

In the latter part of his description, I suppose he
must have discovered that he was describing
Lafayette; but no allusion was made to the name
by him or myself, as such allusions are carefully
avoided in this class of experiments, for obvious rea-
sons. Hence, the habit is acquired of excluding
from the mind any thought of the name of the indi-
vidual, so as to preserve strict impartiality in follow-
ing the impressions.

Persons in whom the inferior and occipital organs
predominate, will be inclined to look on the unfavora-
ble side of every character, and will thus do injustice
in their psychometric decisions. But this is not often
the case among those who enjoy this faculty in a
high degree. Much more frequently do we find the
amiable faculties so largely predominating, as to lend
a roseate hue to every portrait and disqualify them
for any searching criticism. Such was the case m
the opinions of the Rev. Mr. K., who indulged
habitually in glowing language, when he found any-
thing to commend. Of this I might select, as an
example, his description of an autograph, which was
placed in his hands, at a private meeting of the mem-
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bers of a Neurological society, in Boston. Not
having been pre®ent myself, his language was
reported to me by a member of the society, as fol-
lows :

¢ I feel the influence of a great man. This man is
a giant, a man who looks broadly, deeply, clearly.
He is a man who holds, or has held, a high political
office — is one who, when he speaks, fixes every eye.
He is the glory of any age and of any land. As an
intellectual being, he is eloquent, thrilling, command-
ing, irresistable. This letter makes me feel as though
1 had an audience before me now to address. He is'
still at this moment, but he is not dead. He is not
inattentive to what is going on in political affairs.
America is his glory. There is a good deal of the
same feeling that Napoleon had, he said ‘I ask only
the glory of France, but I must give a¢//— all to her.’
He is graceful as a speaker, and a torrent in power.
He is past the middle of life. He is a much better
man than his adversaries represent him. He has the
good of others at heart. He is not a vain man, but
he is proud. He is ambitious, in a good sense: he
feels that he has the power of doing great good, and
is therefore anxious to do it: I feel confident he is a
public man.”

Question — What kind, military or civil?
. ¢ Decidedly in civil life.”

¢t He is not in favor of slavery, yet is not an aboli-
tionist. Ie would leave that for those to take care
of who know most about it.”

Question — Are you sure it is written by a man?

““Iam very certain. He is sometimes as calm as
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a child, and again as terrible as a tiger — he has the
sagacity of a Franklin, the pen8tration of a Mar-
shall.”

Question — Whom of all our public men is he
most like?

¢ I should say in answer to that, I think the letter
must be from DaNiEL WEBSTER.”

It was a letter written by Daniel Webster.

As a fair specimen of impartial description, I might
select the account of Miss HARRIET MARTINEAU
(the authoress), given me by a lady, in the experi-
ment upon her autograph.

¢« 1 think it’s a very intellectual person — she is not
wanting in courage at all. I feel that it is a lady.
She has a bold, daring spirit. I feel that I could
almost face the world. She would always express
her mind very freely. I think she is a public writer,
and a great talker too. She is of a very kind, affec-
tionate disposition, always interested in others’ wel-
fare. You could not but like her, although she is so
self-satisfied. She is a lady of great refinement and
modesty, naturally — not modesty — that is not the
word, I do not know what word I want. She might
be very sarcastic. If she were going to write of any
people, she would cut them up as bad as Dickens.
She is very resolute. She reminds me some of
Madame de Stael, in her intellect and boldness.”
[This lady had previously tried the autograph of
Madame de Stael.]

Question—Make the comparison between her and
Madame de Stael?

¢ Her intellect is like. She is not as dictatorial. I
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should give her a much higher moral character. She
is strictly a moral woman. She is determined to
accomplish whatever she undertakes, and therein she
is like Madame de Stael.”

Question— How do you compare her with Bulwer?

I do not like to compare her with Bulwer, I think
her moral character is superior to his. There is not
so much romance about her as there is about Bulwer,
she is not a novelist. She is too intellectual for me,
it is overpowering. It gives me an unpleasant feel-
ing through my head and ears. My head feels so
tight. There is a ringing in the ears.”

Question— How does it affect your eyesight?

I do not notice any change.”

Question— How does it affect your hearing?

“I am not deaf now, but I think I might be if
under this influence long. She is deaf—I know who
itis!”

Question—Who?

«¢] think it is Miss Martineau, I do not know of
anybody else, that is-such a woman, and deaf too.”
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ORIGINAL SKETCH OF PSYCHOMETRY (CONTINUED).

Varieties of psychometric experiments— Vast range of psychometric
power, historie, biographie, paleontological — Old manuscripts — Prac-
tical uses, arbitration, criminal investigations and detection —Pene-
trating power — Liability to error — Unconscious modification by feel-
ings — General impartiality --- Overpowering influence — Criticism of
self — Appreciation of the young— Various deseriptions, John Quincy
Adams, Henry Clay, Judge Rowan, Gen. Washington, W. E. Channing,
Dr. Harney, Mad. de Stael, Mrs. L. M. Child, Booth, Fulton — Demon-
strative eharaeter of experiments — Their dependence on the autograph
describing unknown autographs — Bulwer — Accurate description of
three autographs — Description of Southern orators.

IT is only those ot peculiarly fine, sensitive and
intellectual endowments, who can grasp, at once, the
whole character, and speak of its details with the
familiarity of thorough acquaintance. Generally, the
opinion is formed, in a gradual manner, from a care-
ful study of the impressions, and the character is
opened up to the mind by a consecutive survey of its
different relations. Frequently the writer will appear
before the mind’s eye of the psychometric explorer,
with a characteristic expression of countenance and
attitude illustrating some trait of his nature, or en-
gaged in some characteristic act; and, after a time,
he will appear in some other scene, equally character-
istic, which has been actually a scene in his life, or
which is a legitimate illustration of his disposition.

Oftentimes the scenes which are thus presented will
68 '
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be highly picturesque and poetical — happily illus-
trative of the true spirit of the man. In trying several
autographs upon the head of the Rev. Mr. G., I was
struck with several of his picturesque sketches. For
example, in portraying the Rev. Mr. Bascom, the
eloquent Methodist divine, who rose by his own ener-
gies from an humble position, he said, that the first
scene that rose to his mind was an humble forest resi-
dence — a small clearing in the woods — the kettles
hanging over the fire from forked sticks — a youth of
studious disposition, cultivating his mind : then vari-
ous transitions occurred —the country advanced in
cultivation — villages and cities sprang up — the youth
was observed in other scenes, and soon became a
powerful, eloquent, and universally admired orator of
the pulpit. In the autograph of the Rev. Alexander
Campbell (the religious reformer), he recognized the
spirit of a great leader, partaking somewhat of the
traits of Washington and Lafayette, speaking with a
different kind of eloquence, and amid scenes of sim-
plicity and solemnity. I placed my own autograph
upon his head, and it produced the scene of a leader
or adventurer, marching on toward a distant height,
while a multitude behind were looking upon his pro-
gress, and as he looked back he paused to wait until
the foremost could overtake him. He appeared to be
covered, as to his head, by a species of Roman hel-
met, which rendered him insensible to the missiles
and weapons which he expected to encounter. As
this was a true statement of my position at that time,
I thought it a happy sketch; for I had slackened my
scientific investigations, and was engaged in propa-
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gating my neurological discoveries, hoping that public
sentiment might be gradually brought a little nearer
to my advanced position in science. But, in this case,
instead of locating the scene far off (in adjoining
States), as in the cases of Mr. Campbell and Mr.
Bascom, he said that all seemed to be located in Cin-
cinnati; and the leader, with the helmet, appeared as
if standing about the summit of the first hill, in reced-
ing from the river. It also seemed to him, that this
personage had some connection with a locality on
Lower Market street. This singular remark reminded
me of the fact, that the locality of which he spoke,
near the Lower Market, was, in reality, the place of
my residence in childhood. The helmet, protecting
the head from attacks, was a good illustration of the
mental hardihood, which has made me ever indifferent
to the applause or disapprobation of mankind. I feel
that it is my natural place —my true vocation — to
advocate unpopular truths, and to brave the odium
which awaits those who ask the world to mend its
ways.

When the psychometric inquirer is less imaginative,
the scene which arises to the mind may be rather a
matter of fact than a fancy sketch; and thus, in our
intuitive conceptions, we find the sympathetic percep-
tion of character blending with the phenomena of
simple clairvoyance. For example, I placed upon the
forehead of an attorney, in Mississippi, the letter of a
lady addressed to her husband. He immediately fol-
lowed the leading impression, and traced it to her res-
idence on the Ohio river, where he observed the lady
and her children, whom he described correctly,
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excepting as to their sex. Sometimes the personal
appearance of the writer will be correctly described,
without reference to his situation. Frequently, the
most important scenes through which he has passed,
or which have been most vividly impressed upon his
mind — or those in the midst of which he wrote — will
rise distinctly in view. Thus the letter of Lafayette
recalled the battle of Germantown — the letter of
Washington Allston produced a beautiful painting,
characteristic of his style—a poem, written by Ralph
Waldo Emerson, prodvced a conception of the beau-
tiful scenery of summer, which the poetry described.
A DRAWING of a sea-shore scene produced the identi-
cal scene in the mind of the lady whose hand was in
contact with the drawing, unconscious that it was not
a piece of writing. She was transported mentally to
the scene, and fancied she could almost hear the hum-
ming of the insects in the air.

The material of the writing, or the method of con-
veying the idea, is unimportant. =~ The poetry of
Emerson, and the drawing of the artist, equally con-
veyed the scenes which they depicted. It is neces-
sary only for the psychometer to come into contact
with something upon which the author has affixed the
stamp of his peculiar individuality. A drawing or
painting will convey, as effectually as a letter, the
conception of its author, and his mental efforts in its
production. In thus exploring a portrait or a draw-
ing, the psychometer not only obtains an idea of the
artist, but also” perceives the idea which the artist
entertained of his subjéct. Hence, by contact with a
portrait, he may'describe both the artist and the sub-
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ject of the picture. The same principle is equally
applicable to autographs. The letter which conveys
an idea of its writer, may also convey his idea of the
one to whom he is writing, or of the one concerning
whom he writes.

If then, man, in every act, leaves the impression,
or daguerreotype of his mental being upon the scenes
of his life and subjects of his action, we are by this
law furnished with a new clue to the history of our
race; and I think it highly probable, that, by the
application of this principle, the chasms of history
may be supplied, and a glimpse may be obtained of
unrecorded ages and nations, whose early history is
lost in darkness. The ancient manuscripts, paintings,
and other works of art, which still exist —the cruci-
fixes, garments, armor, and other ancient relics, still
preserved—are doubtless still instinct with the spirit
that produced them, and capable of revealing to psy-
chometric exploration, the living realities with which
they were once connected. At present, these relics
are barren of significance. Their hidden meaning
lies waiting the future explorer, as the hieroglyphics
of Egypt awaited the arrival of Champollion to inter-
pret their significance. And why should not the
world be filled with the monuments and unwritten re-
cords of its past history? It would seem, to the super-
ficial thinker, that man was entirely limited to tradition
and written records for his knowledge of the past;
but physical science proves, that the world possesses,
embodied in enduring monuments, the story of its pro-
gressive existence. The geologist finds, in the differ-
ent strata of the earth, in its curiously mingled and
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irregular structure, and in the fossil remains which it
conceals in its bosom, the history of its various
changes of surface, and of the antediluvian races of
animals which have long been extinct. The huge
Saurian monsters, which he portrays from their fossil
relics, rise before the eye asincredible chimeras. And
over this fertile region, now occupied by prosperous
States, he revives, by the magic power of science, the
antediluvian seas and their strange inhabitants, un-
known to man.

The Past is entombed in the Present! 'Theworld is
its own enduring monument; and that which is true
of its physical, is likewise true of its mental career.
The discoveries of Psychometry will enable us to ex-
plore the history of man, as those of geology enable
us to explore the history of the earth. There are
mental fossils for the psychologist, as well as mineral
fossils for the geologist; and I believe that, hereafter,
the psychologist and the geologist will go hand in
hand — the one portraying the earth, its animals and
its vegetation, while the other portrays the human be-
ings who have roamed over its surface in the shadows
and darkness of primeval barbarism! Aye, the men-
tal telescope is now discovered, which may pierce the
depths of the past and bring us in full view of all the
grand and tragic passages of ancient history ! I know
that, to many of my readers, unaccustomed to these
investigations, and unacquainted with the first experi-
mental facts of this great science, these anticipations
must seem a visionary hope —too grand, too roman-
tic, too transcendently beautiful, to be true. But
observe, that all is based upon familiar experiments,
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and these results are but legitimate deductions from
familiar facts. As surely as the expansive power of
steam gives premonition of the ocean steamship, does
the power of Psychometry give promise of all the
glorious performance to which I have alluded. The
world, although well acquinted with the expansive
power of steam, laughed at Rumsey, Fitch and Ful-
ton, when they were constructing steamboats: and
when they were careering proudly over our ‘¢ inland
seas,” the idea of crossing the ocean in a steamship
was pronounced impracticable, by men of science, up
to the very time of its consummation. How timidly
do we shrink from following an established principle
to its legitimate results!

Does not every psychometric experiment demon-
strate an indefinite range of the intuitive power? The
psychometer is not limited to a perception of the
thoughts of the writer at the moment, but appreciates
his entire being — enters into his emotions — his rela-
tions to society, and his past history. Aye, in many
instances, the whole career of the individual is opened
out before the observer, and he traces that career from
childhood to death. Let us apply this principle.
Could we obtain any authentic relics of Julius Cesar,
of Cicero, of Plutarch — of Pericles, Plato, or Solon
—of Alfred the Great, Confucius, or Mohammed —
the ancient writings of the Hindoos, or the hiero-
glyphics of Egypt—and could we from these evoke
the pictures of the past, as we do from an ordinary
manuscript, how thrilling would be the interest with
which we should listen to this resurrection of lost
history !
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Why should this be impossible? Does the mental
impression attached to a manuscript ever evaporate, or
become effaced? Does the old manuscript cease to be
legible to psychometric power when a certain num-
ber of years have elapsed? It may be, that there are
certain limits to these experiments, or certain difficul-
ties in the way of their extension, but I have not yet
found any manuscript so old as to be beyond the
reach of this method of exploration. The autographs
of Franklin, Washington, Jefferson, Burr, Knox,
Schuyler, and others of the Revolution, gave prompt
and distinct impressions. The oldest manuscript
which I have subjected to such investigations, was
that of a clergyman of the Church of England, in
which the characters were so antiquated in style, as
to render it very difficult to decipher. This letter,
dated in 1637, appeared to be a solemn protest or re-
monstrance against some arbitrary exercise of power
by his Bishop, which he regarded as an encroach-
ment upon his religious principles and rights. When
this manuscript was placed upon the forehead of
Judge T., he perceived in'it a deep feeling of gloom,
and described it as being such a feeling as might have
been entertained by a patriot, in the dark hours of
our Revolution —by a physician, during the preval-
ence of yellow fever in Philadelphia — or by a protes-
tant, in the time of the persecution of the protestants
by Queen Mary. He described the writer as a man
of deep feelings and affections— of strong intellect
and of eloquence — inclined to meditate upon a future
life, and to adopt the pursuits of a clergyman — dis-
posed to resist injustice, but to curb himself by relig-
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ious principles — as being a man about forty or fifty
years of age, and existing at some period not very
recent. The Judge possessed no decided capacity for
locating his impressions as to place or time. DBut
others, with a better development of Locality and
Time, have attained considerable precision. Major
P., who had been a great woodsman and traveler,
appeared to decide with but little difficulty, when ex-
ploring a letter, from what section of the country it
had been written.

Since, then, there is no limit to the accuracy or
extent of our preceptions, but that which arises from
the imperfect development of our faculties, it is
impossible to set any bounds to the future explora-
tions of gifted individuals. In these days, so rapidly
are our anticipations realized, and sanguine hopes
converted into accomplished facts, that I cannot
refrain from thus predicting the future range of
psychometric power, however extravagant the pre-
diction may seem to a portion of my readers. If
there are any who cannot gt all digest these predic-
tions, let them lay aside, upon their shelves, Vol. I
of the Journal of Man, that it may improve like a
bottle of wine, by age; and when they have grown
old, with a mind expanded by a wider experience of
the progress of knowledge, let them re-peruse the
old volume and compare its prophecy with the living
verification.

But, it may be asked by the practical man, cannot
this power be applied to the daily purposes of life, as
well as to the exploration of history? Why should
it not assist our inquiries into the guilt or innocence
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of those who are arraigned before our courts of law?
I know no reason why it should not. Indeed, I have
no doubt that, with the proper means and arrange-
ments for the investigation of character, a scientific
tribunal for the decision of all controversies between
man and man might be established, which would
come much nearer to exact justice than we can pos-
sibly reach, by our present cumbrous judicial system
and laws of évidence. To propose such a tribunal
would, at the present time, be premature; but there
is no reason why the science should nof contribute
its light to elucidate any obscure facts, or traits of
character, which may have a bearing on the case that
is tried. If the jury, and the public generally, were
aware of the power of Psychometry, the statement of
the results of a psychometric investigation, under
proper circumstances, would have a decisive influence
upon their opinion; and such a statement, from com-
petent persons, might be admitted upon the same
principle that the testimony of medical men is often
demanded, in cases of homicide, lunacy, etc., to
assist in determining the facts by means of the
resources of science. I have no doubt that this kind
of testimony will be introduced into courts, after the
principles of Psychometry have become generally
known and established. In the delicate class of
cases arising from the charge of lunacy, as well
as in those involving high crimes, there are no
methods of exploration which can compare with
Psychometry, as to the power of ascertaining-the
truth or falsechood of the charges. I do not mean
that every psychometric experiment should be taken
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as oracular, but that, when a suflicient amount of
intellect and caution are exercised in the investiga-
tion, the results are accurately true.

It the individual accused of crime, or lunacy, has
written a number of letters during the period
embraced bv the accusation, his mind may be
traced through all the phases of excitement to
which it was subjected, and the truth or falsehood
of the charge clearly ascertained.

A letter, written by a clergyman confined in the
penitentiary, was submitted to my investigation.
The various degrees of guilt, indiscretion, melan-
choly, contrition and anxiety which it revealed,
formed an interesting subject for study. Soon
afterward the man was pardoned. The discre-
tionary exercise of this pardoning power is a task
of no little delicacy and difficulty — liable to great
abuses — while the arbitrary periods of confinement,
fixed by law, have little reference to the proper
aim of punishment— the reformation of the crimi-
nal. If the term of confinement were made indefi-
nite, and determinable by the moral condition of
the prisoner, then the observation of his condudét,
and the psychometric scrutiny of his character, might
determine when, with safety to society, he could be
released from prison, or how much more he needed
of its reformatory influence.

As to the detection of crime by this means, there
have been some instances recently, in the United
Stadtes, of the detection of crime by means of clair-
voyance; and about two hundred years ago, an
humble peasant, in France, exercised the same
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power of which I speak, and in the same manner.
He visited the spot where the murder had been com-
mitted, and when he came upon the ground, or
touched the instrument with which the deed had
been performed, he was greatly agitated by the
impression which was imparted. By means of this
impression, he acquired an idea of the murderers and
their movements, seized upon their trail and pursued
them from house to house, and from village to vil-
lage, until he actually found”them. The wonderful
performances of this man were attested by magis-
trates and physicians, in a public manner, and were
matters of so much public notoriety at the time, as to
cause him to be presented at the court of Louis XIV.

The establishment and use of such powers, for the
discovery of innocence and guilt, will have a most
salutary influence upon society. I do not mean to
suggest, that any testimony of this kind should be
introduced upon the same authoritative footing as the
oath of a citizen, in reference to any matter which he
has witnessed, but merely, that the indications and
authority of science should be appealed to upon this,
as upon any other subject. I do not propose any new
statute upon the subject, or any departure from our
present legal usages. I merely suggest, that when
Psychometry shall take its place among established
sciences, it will, of course, be recognized with the
same degree of respect as other branches of knowl-
edge which appertain to the medical profession : and,
as the physician is at present appealed to, in a case of
homicide, to determine the probable cause of death,
and the possibility of its having been caused by acci-
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dent, or by the violence of the prisoner—so, when
his range of professional knowledge is increased, he
will testify from the evidence, not only of surgery,
anatomy, chemistry and toxicology, but also from
Psychometry. At the present time, an intelligent
physician would seldom testify upon the subject of
insanity, without bringing into play the knowledge
derived from phrenological science, or any other
source which mightbe accessible. When I have been
called upon to testify upon the charge of insanity, in
court, my professional knowledge was appealed to,
without any reference to its source; and I, of course,
testified upon the principles of neurological science,
which affords the only satisfactory explanation of
insanity that has ever yet been given.

Thus will Psychometry, or any other science which
may be capable of throwing light upon the matters
before the court, be brought to bear by men of
science, or other witnesses, whenever the soundness
and authenticity of such knowledge is generally
admitted. In the mean time, those who dread all
changes, need be under no apprehension, as the
change in question can only take place when it has
been sanctioned by the general sentiment of men of
science.

The knowledge of such an improvement, in our
methods of studying mankind, will have a powerful
influence in checking crime. The temptation to
crime arises from the hope of security and escape.
But when the criminal knows that the Argus-eyes of
his fellow-beings are capable of tracing him through
all the devious ways of his life—when he knows that
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his secret acts, his criminal designs and attempts, all
lie bare before the spiritual eye of man—he will find
himself compelled to abandon his crimes. When thus
society, with all-seeing but benevolent eyes, superin-
tends his movements, and with its millions of strong
arms reaches forth to lead him back into paths of
peace .and virtue, there will be an end of the high
crimes that now disgrace our people.

The recognition and general cultivation of Psy-
chometry, when among the millions of psychometric
seers there will be men of the highest order of genius,
talent and wisdom, will fully realize these hopes. The
introduction of this science will operate like the intro-
duction of brilliant gas lights into the dark and crime
haunted streets and alleys of a populous city. The
crimes which previously revelled in security, will be
compelled to retreat from the luminous thoroughfare.

Not only will the criminal be held in check, but all
of us will feel the monitory and restraining influence
of this knowledge. When we know that, in every
act of our lives, we are tracing a biography which
may be read by a thousand eyes—when we know
that it is utterly impossible to be selfish or vicious and
conceal the fact—when we know that it is utterly
impossible to gain credit for virtue, without having it
in our inmost nature—and that if we do cherish noble
sentiments, they will not be concealed from the eyes
of those whom we respect— when we know, in short,
that we shall appear to others, in all things, as we
really are—many will wake up from their hollow and
hypocritical life to the cultivation of real virtue; and
all will feel, in their private lives, the same restrain-



82 Original Sketch.

ing, yet elevating influence which is produced by the
presence of a good friend, before whom we are
ashamed to indulge any little exhibition of a selfish or
a petulant spirit.

It is true, the passion ot secretiveness may at first
rebel against such anticipations; but this passion, the
source of hypocrisy, lying, false modesty,  jealous
reserve, deceit, moroseness and treachery, has too
long ruled and corrupted mankind. The truly frank
and virtuous man feels that there is not an act of his
life which he would fear to have exhibited in the eyes
of the universe; and he who from a guilty shame
recoils, or, from the pure love of mystery, regards
concealment as one of his highest privileges, must be
expected to cherish the old system of mystery, and to
protest against phrenology, physiognomy, psychom-
etry, and every other road to the knowledge of human
nature. To such objectors I would simply remark,
that men will always be eager to form opinions of
their fellows; and, whether right or wrong, these
opinions will be current in society, and will form the
basis of our action. The question, therefore, is,
whether we shall have vague notions, prejudices, slan-
ders, and idle gossip, or whether we shall have the
just, systemzi‘tic, and charitable knowledge of our fel-
low-man, to which we are conducted by science.

Yet I would by no means sanction the idea, that
psychometric investigations will always lead to
accurate results, or may not be abused and per-
verted. As law, medicine, divinity, phrenology,
etc., have all their quackeries or perversions, so
will Psychometry, in the hands of the ignorant, the

N
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unprincipled, the prejudiced, and the reckless. A
psychometric opinion may be as calm, dispassionate
and pure as the thoughts of an angel, or it may be
influenced by all the emotions of love or hate, of
reverence or scorn, which influence our ordinary
judgments. In pronouncing upon the characters of
our distinguished politicians, Mr. Clay, Mr. Cal-
houn, and Gen’l. Jackson, I have often found the
psychometer as decidedly biassed in favor of one,
or against another, as if he knew of whom he was
speaking. Soon after the battles of Palo Alto and
Resaca de la Palma, I was traveling upon the Mis-
sissippi, and fell in company with an accomplished
lady, the wife of one of the officers, who had distin-
guished himself in the service. We were trying
several psychometric experiments, when one of her
friends privately handed me a letter, written by her
husband from the camp, immediately after those
memorable battles. I had already observed, that
her impressions were unusually dependent upon her
feelings, and that she would, in all cases, as she
liked or disliked the character, elevate or condemn
it in her description. I placed her husband’s letter
upon her forehead, and immediately she manifested
a lively agitation of her feelings. Her bosom heaved
with the intensity of her emotions — tears came into
her eyes — and she was herself amazed at the tumult
of feeling produced. Yet she declared the impres-
sions to be more delightful than any she had yet
experienced. She was peculiarly charmed with the
character, and when, being a little more composed,
she was asked to give her opinion, she exclaimed,
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¢ Ok, he is the very soul of honor!” She then went
on, in a very full description: stated that he was a
military man — that he was very fond of hunting —
that he was popular in his manners —a good writer
— occupying a rank below that of Colonel, etc., ete.,
—in short, gave a description, which, making some
slight allowance for a wife’s partiality, was certainly
very correct.

The fact, that such emotions should have been
called forth as vividly as if she had been in actual
mental intercourse with her husband, when she was
utterly unconscions of their cause, demonstrates the
necessity of caution in all such investigations. But
it demonstrates something important, in reference to
the laws of mental association, which may be illus-
trated also by another experiment. I placed in the
hands of an impressible lady, a letter from her father,
who was dead, and for whom her grief had not yet
been removed. In a few moments, as she com-
menced speaking of the character, a deep sadness
came upon her; unconscious of its cause, her eyes
filled with tears, and I removed the letter without
letting her know its source, although she continued
for some days exceedingly curious to know what
could possibly have called forth her emotions so
strongly while holding that letter.

Thus, it appears that there are deep currents of
feeling, which flow beneath the surface, without
entering into the daylight of consciousness. In these
subterrancan streams of emotion (to borrow  the
language of poets) heart speaks to heart; and the
magic ties which bind us together in love, are formed
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in the darker chambers of the soul, where reason,
reflection and observation, have no place.

It is not true, therefore, that intellect is the sole
medium of association. Feelings are linked to feel-
ings, and one emotion arouses another, without our
consciousness or consent. It is not through the
understanding that the orator calls forth the passions
of his audience. Strong feeling magnetically rouses
and moves all withm its sphere, whether there may
or may not be any sentence uttered, which is worthy
of being read. ;

This mental magnetism may exert its influence
upon psychometric investigations, but will be far less
éelusive in them, than in the ordinary intercourse of
mankind. The character investigated becomes, in
such cases, a passive subject of scrutiny, and not an
active party to the process, and is thus disabled from
overawing or controlling the psychometer. An intel-
ligent and amiable lady of Boston, when scrutinizing
the autograph of a distinguished public man — a man
of science (no longer living), who enjoyed an exag-
gerated reputation during his life — described his
powers and his influence upon the public mind,
with great correctness, but perceived that there was
a certain lack of soundness in the character, and that
he would be apt to pass for a better man than he
really was. She remarked, that there was some-
thing imposing in his appearance and talents, and
that many would be imposed upon by his exterior,
so as to estimate him much higher than he deserved.
I asked her, how she supposed it would have been
with herself; whether, if she had seen him, she
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would have discovered his true character, or have
been carried ‘away, like the rest, by his exterior
appearances. After a little reflection, she replied,
that she would, probably, have been carried away,
like the rest, and joined in their admiration. 1 then
gave her the name, and she found that it was even
so; it was the name of one whom she had been
accustomed to revere, and whose faults she had never
before suspected, although they were known to the
discerning few. Thus, the same individual mani-
fested, in a psychometric decision, a much greater
acumen and power of conceiving character, than in
her ordinary social observation. And, although the
partialities of friendship may occasionally interfere
with the correctness of the decision, I have often
found the psychometer capable of pronouncing, with
perfect impartiality, upon the characters of intimate
friends.

It is necessary, of course, that he should have a
predominance of the intellect over the feelings, and
should have sufficient self-control to resist the excit-
ing influence of the letter. A lady of vigorous and
well-cultivated intellect, but of very delicate physical
constitution, who had fine psychometric powers, was,
nevertheless, so sympathetic and excitable, as to be
sometimes completely carried away by the influence
of the character which she described, and lose all
self-control.

The autograph of Mr. Clay, especially, produced
this influence upon her. She soon became so pos-
sessed of its spirit, as to feel herself a distinguished
public character, engaged in matters of great
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moment; and, forgetting entirely the experiment,
she replied haughtily to the questions which I pro-
posed, as though she considered them quite imperti-
nent or insulting.

When we are so fortunate as to meet with an indi-
vidual who is perfectly clear-sighted, impartial, self-
possessed, and accurate in judgment—and when we
have tested his powers in various investigations, it
will be interesting to submit our own manuscript to his
critical examination. It is so seldom that we find even
a friend disposed to analyze our character, and set
forth, distinctly, our virtues and our faults, that it is no
mean luxury to be able to hear, from a good psycho-
meter, a full and free analysis of ourselves, without
fear, favor or prejudice; and thus be assigned our
true place in the great scale of human character,
while he who decides upon our merits is utterly un-
conscious who may be the subject of his decision.
He who delights in the luxury of plain, unvarnished
truth, may thus be fully satisfied. He who is aiming
to perfect himself in every trait of character, will find,
in the searching yet genial criticism of Psychometry,
the assistance which he needs— the mirror in which
to scan his own countenance.

It is probable that no one has ever attained a high
perfection of character — has developed, properly, the
strength and beauty of his nature — without often
undergoing the searching scrutiny of his own con-
science, taste and judgment, to ascertain his defici-
ences, and learn what additional power was needed.
It is only by patient study, and unwearying attention
to details, that the artist is enabled to produce a
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statue which may be admired. Equally careful and
minute is the critical examination which we must
give ourselves, if we would attain any high moral
_excellence.  In the rude block of marble, which rep-
resents the character of an wuncultivated human
being, a beautiful statue lies concealed, which the
gifted and untiring artist will bring into view. = But
the beautiful form of the noble character can be
brought out only by this critical process, and there
are no means within our reach more truly efficient in
criticism than Psychometry.

To form and reform the character — to build up the
strength of our moral and intellectual nature — and to
advance continually in all that is worthy of esteem,
are the noblest aims of life. He who has no such as-
pirations, has not the true spirit, either of philosophy
or of religion. Goodness and greatness are ever pro-
gressive qualities. Each act of kindness enlarges the
heart, confirms our virtue, and lends additional beauty
to the countenance — additional sweetness to the
voice. Each act of intellectual power adds to our
treasury of knowledge, and enlarges our range of
thought.

Moral and intellectual growth should be the great
aim of life; and, although the prevalent teachings of
the day are poorly adapted to urge and guide this
growth, he who has the assistance of Psychometry,
may find the means of discharging his first great duty
to himself.

From the extent of the subject, I must deal in hints,

“rather than explanations — in sentences instead of
essays. I must leave to the ingenious reader, who
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engages in these experiments, to ascertain the best
methods of scrutinizing himself — noting his own de-
fects, and applying the appropriate correction indi-
cated by Neurology. I might narrate a portion of
my own experience in self-scrutiny, and in application
of science to personal improvement; but, notwith-
standing the examples of Rousseau and Lamartine, I
should find it rather difficult to lay aside that feeling
of personal reserve, which is common wherever the
English language is spoken, and which induces us to
shrink’ from presenting, before the public, trivial de-
tails which relate merely to self. But, I can assure
the reader, this study of self is most intensely interest-
ing, since it is through self-consciousness that we
obtain the most thorough knowledge of mental phil-
osophy, and all our studies of this subject become
practical lessons in virtue and happiness.
Self-education, guided by self-study, is the great
duty of human life. For the young, who are not yet
competent to self-study and self-amendment, this duty
must be performed by others. To understand, prop-
erly, the immature characters of youth, and the suc-
cessive course of their development—to appreciate
their diversities, and estimate their latent powers-—
require not merely craniology, physiognomy, and per-
sonal intercourse, but the sympathetic and delicate
powers of Psychometry. This enables us to under-
stand a character differing widely from our own, and
to appreciate the peculiarities of each, in reference to
an exact scientific standard. All who have assidu-
ously cultivated themselves, know how greatly their
own characters and mental powers would have been
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improved, if their early education had been guided by
persons who possessed this delicate appreciation of
character, and who could judiciously supply each
defect, until the whole was formed into symmetry.

A good psychometer possesses a sympathetic per-
ception, which enables him to conceive a character
very foreign to his own, and even to appreciate the
capacities and unfolding powers of a child. Itis pos-
sible that, by the proper exercise of this power, the
whole career and probable vices, as well as physical
infirmities of the child, may be so fully anticipated as
to enable us effectually to prevent any serious evil
affecting the moral character or physical constitution.

But these diagnostic examinations will be practiced
principally by means of direct contact with the head,
learning from each organ its exact condition. This
method, which is similar in principle to the experi-
ments upon autographs, may be appropriately referred
to the essays upon Sympathetic Diagnosis and Ner-
vous Impressibility.

For the practical illustration of Psychometry, I
have selected, from the records of a number’ of
experiments, the following reports. The opinions
given were, in all cases, pronounced with impartiality
by an individual who had no knowledge whatever of
the manuscript from which he derived his impres-
sions. Great care was taken, in all cases, that the
psychometer should have no opportunity, by seeing
the manuscript or hearing any conversation about it,
of forming any idea that could bias his conclusions.
Equal care was taken not to propose any question
which, by its leading character, might modify his
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opinions. He was thrown upon his own resources
and perceptions for the conclusions which he should
express.

The reader will make due allowances for the
imperfection of an -opinion formed an{ expressed in
the course of a few minutes, by means of an impres-
sion derived from a single autograph. The various
phases which any character may present on different
occasions — the difficulty of appreciating any one so
fully as to describe his conduct under any emergency
—and the difficulty of perfectly portraying our con-
ception of the character, even when rightly conceived
— should induce us to regard with great liberality
any attempt to describe a character by means of such
impressions.

It is necessary, too, that we bear in mind the dif-
ferent mental positions from which each surveys the
character, and the different degrees of facility with
which the same traits of character would be recog-
nized by different individuals. In the following
reports, the character of Joun QuiNncy Apams is
given by a clergyman much disposed to admire such
a character, and to express himself in glowing lan-
guage. The opinions pronounced on Mr. Clay, by
three individuals, illustrate their differences of char-
acter. Mr. S., a well educated young gentleman
from the North, of mild, well balanced character,
gives a judicious, moderate statement; Mrs. R., a
lady of much ambition and force of character, with
a good deal of philanthropy and radicalism, gives a
bold, emphatic and critical sketch; Mrs. W., a lady
of remarkable gentleness and amiabilty, accustomed
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to think well of all, is quite enchanted with her
impressions of Mr. Clay, and finds him a much
better man than she had previously supposed from
the opinions which, as an abolitionist, she had
formed. '

There is much more fullness and life in the por-
traits, when the psychometer has a proper sympathy
with the subject of his investigation. In the sketch
of Dr. Channing, by Miss P.— of Dr. Harney, by
F. R., and of Miss Martineau, by Miss N., we per-
ceive this cordial appreciation.

The following reports are not presented as extra-
ordinary examples of accurate portraiture, or
remarkable success of experiments, but rather as
fair illustrations of what might be expected, under
ordinary circumstances, with intelligent persons.
They are given, not as decisions upon the char-
acters of the parties, but as specimens of the new
method of investigation — a method requiring repe-
tition and caution to conduct to accurate results.

The reports are given as accurately as possible in
the language of the speakers, as written down during
the experiments. Many of the reports, from the
freedom of their comments, or for other reasons, I
~should not consider suitable for publication, however
interesting in private. Without pledging myself, or
urging my readers to any undue reliance upon any
single experiment, I would still attach much value tc
such opinions, when all the circumstances are duly
weighed.

Jonn Quincy Apams — by Rev. Mr. K., 1844.

After describing the influence proceeding from the
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contact of the letter in his hands, Mr. K. continued :
¢¢ I find no disposition to mirthfulness. It is a serious
character. I should say, he is deeply absorbed ir
great subjects, and very rarely has a smile upon his
face. It is one whose whole mental energy and
tenor of his thoughts are all given to the advance-
ment of the happiness, welfare, freedom and pros-
perity of his country. I use the word COUNTRY
emphatically, because such a mind cannot be
engrossed or much affected by trifling or personal
objects. It is a patriot, a statesman, a christian, a
benefactor of man, and one who will leave a deep,
a very deep, impressioi on the human mind and
history. IHe is in public life, decidedly. He would
be a man others would call forth and confide in. He
would be true to every trust. He has a religious
conscience. Decidedly he is not a political dema-
gogue. He is rather of a phlegmatic character —
has a solid intellect rather than showy. He is past
the middle of life: the whole influence is weaken-
ing.” )

¢ IIis caution would produce suspicion of him.
He would be vigilant, decided, firm, prudent, not
passionate ; ready to listen to all objections, a very
keen observer of men, understands human nature
thoroughly, would not allow self-interest to influence
him, would be firm with opponents, sure that he was
right and would go straight forward. Do not think
he was eloquent, a man of few words and every
word a bullet, to the point. He would not fight a
duel.”

““ He has a good intellect, a well balanced char-
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acter, is excitable and deeply moved by everything
which might aim a blow at free institutions, both
literary and political. I do not think he is a poet, he
is lacking in the spirit of poetry. He has literary
power; every subject.would be finely treated; but
he would not show the fire of genius.”

““ He is against everything disorganizing. He
would harmonize and be drawn to men anxious for
the security and permanence of our whole country.
He is decidedly a whig. He is a perfect gentleman
of the old school.”

¢ He has a great deal of the character of Jounx
QuiNncy Apams, more of John Adams—do not
think his intellect equal to my conception of Webster.
Such men as he and Clay would be glad to counsel
together. He has the intellect of Calhoun; he has
a broader reach of vision. He has such traits of
character as belong to John Quincy Adams, John
Adams, john Davis, Judge Marshall, Judge Parsons
and Judge Shaw.

Hexry Cray — by W. B. S., 1846.

(Q. How does it affect you?) ¢ It is very
agreeable, very bracing in its effects, makes me a
little dizzy.”

¢“ He is a man of very clear intellect, and rather a
commanding one, quite warm in his feelings, and
very earnest in whatever he undertakes to express.
I suppose he is a politician, it’s natural he should be
one — not a minister — not a literary man by profes-
sion; but has a good mind and likes to use it, to
keep it actively employed. I don’t think he has a
gloomy character. He is rather pleasant in his dis-
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position. His manners and personal appearance are
easy, polite and graceful, elegant in delivery, chooses
his language with taste, but is forcible —is a man of
fine feelings and sentiments, although not a member
of the church. e would not be guilty of anything
low or base, he has a high sense of honor, is affable
to all, is an eloquent speaker, not the most profound,
an eloquent one, agreeable at least. In his domestic
relations, happy and pleasant under ordinary circum-
stances. His affections are strong, he is kind and
benevolent.”

(What sphere of life does he occupy?) ¢I sup-
pose he occupies an elevated sphere, probably in
political life.”

(What would his reputation be?) ¢ He would be
a popular man; he might have enemies, but they
would recognize his good qualities. He is a man of
passion and feeling 5 it might have led him into some
excesses and youthful follies; may have been wild;
nothing low or mean.” -

(What is his greatest fault?) ¢ His character is
generally good, seems to have great confidence in his
own opinion, but is open to advice ; business qualities
not very great, acquisitiveness not large. (What
kind of business is he interested in?) In politics.
(Does he live in town or country?) There is an
impression that this letter is written by a prominent
political character— an image of a country house
arises.”

Henry Cray —by Mrs. R., 1844. Impressions
derived from a letter addressed to a committee.

¢ In person, he is above the common size, and in
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talents above mediocrity. He has a good moral
character, above mediocrity, being hopeful, conscien-
tious, patriotic, honorable and benevolent. I do not
mean that kind of benevolence which prompts per-
sons to give alms to the poor —it is a benevolent,
philanthropic  feeling, shown in his desire to
ameliorate the condition of man. He has moral
ambition, but he has a good degree of love of
power, and secretiveness. He would be what 1
would call a good wire-puller, and would make
others act for him. He has both kinds of ambition,
and wants to be very high. There is a great deal of
sclf-esteem in it. He wants to be considered' not
only a great man, but a good man. I am under a
good deal of restraint, as to speaking of the plans —
take off a little secretiveness and I will talk to you.”

I touched her head on the appropriate organs to re-
lieve her, when she continued: ¢ You have relieved
me from a load. His ambition is to be the great man
of the nation. He carries it out in law-giving and
advice-giving — in speaking to people and telling
them what-ought to be and what he would do for
them. Ileis a great planner. He hasa good deal
of perception and foresight. His private intercourse
is honorable ; he is agreeable in his circle. He exerts
a great deal of influence upon those with whom he
comes into contact, more in private circles than in pub-
lic. . ITe is liable to misleading his friends, because
his judgment is not sound at all times, not being so
good as his off-hand perceptions.”

¢« Ie is well-fitted for a counsellor or governor of a
state or alarge institution. Ile is better fitted to direct
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than to carry out. He would make a better general
than officer or soldier, and would exert a powerful in-
fluence over his men; they would reverence him and
have great confidence in him. He would exert great
influence in the political world, and make others do the
work for him.”

¢« His capacities would be great as a statesman, but
equally great as an orator, or as a jurist; but the ca-
pacity of the orator is most developed. He has a
great flow of language, is pointed, uses-a variety of
gestures and has a great deal of artificial or acquired
eloquence. Sometimes there is a great burst of feel-
ing, which carries his audience away. He is a great
observer of how his audience take his oratory, and
takes advantage of the impressions he creates in
speaking. His best field is before a mixed mass, a
very large audience ; a small circle is not enough for
his ambition, he has all the talent necessary to make
the mass consider him a great man. His ambition
finds more food on such occasions.” :

¢“He is a man of ardent temperament and irritable
passions, but can control his temper. Naturally he is
very passionate and irritable; habitually, he can be
calm, placid and pleasing. In public speaking he has
both the passionate and the pleasing.”

““Ile has more fondness for high living than he
ought to have. I am sure he has never joined the
temperance society, and expect he never will. He
has religious feelings and yet he would be profane;
he has a contradictory character. The worst that can
be said of him is that he is secretive, ambitious, pas-
sionate and intemperate. He takes a little too much
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drink. (Q. Of what kind?) Not very particular
as to kind or quality.” :

¢ He is not selfish, beyond ambition and love of
power; not selfish as to pecuniary affairs; he would
not stoop to do a mean act for pecuniary advantage.
My head is tight here, as if the brain was about to
burst the skull.”

¢Ile has coarse and violent passions, but he has
well trained faculties to hide them. Ie is a coarse
man, with a very polished exterior — like a beautiful
painting on a coarse canvas. Yethe would be a good
husband, father or relation, and would be rather gen-
erous to servants, so they would even like him, but
would sometimes be passionate with them. He would
make them love him and fear him.”

““The leading motives of his life are mixed; they
are ambition mixed with a good deal of patriotism and
philanthropy. The worst parts of his character would
be very little seen or known. Upon the whole the
influence ot his public life would be good; he would
be considered a great man. It seems to me he is alive
and somewhere about seventy years of age, or within
five years.”

Hexry Cray —by Mrs. W., 1844.

«“Itis a person I like — there is something very
clear, bright. It’s a person that thinks a great deal
—that I should have perfect confidence in; he is a
very happy person, it gives me a happy feeling.”

(We wish to know his character?) ¢ I should give
him a very high character indeed. It’s a person of a
great deal of energy, of very cultivated mind, great
strength of character, firmness. Isn’t he very
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straight, very upright? //e /supright! He is a man
of a great deal of benevolence, uprightin all his deal-
ings, fair; he can face any one. I feel a stronger
impression from it than from any letter I ever took.
I have not language to express it. I seem to feel all
at once just what he is. He deserves to fill a very
high office, he is very clear, he resembles you in that
respect—he can decide anything very quickly, he is
a noble man. He has great power of expressing his
ideas. Is he a speaker — a public speaker? If he
is, he’s very eloquent. You have no idea what an
effect it has upon me, it gives me such a brightness.
I should think he would be a delightful companion, a
general favorite. If I am not reading him true, none
of them can be true, for I feel this quicker altogether,
the whole character, right off. It is a good character
altogether, he is so noble in his nature. His princi-
ples are high; his standard, his aim, is high. He
would be ready to answer anything, to decide any-
thing quickly. He is so very clear, he would answer
readily. He is a person that would do a great deal
of good in whatever situation. He is a person of ele-
gant, agreeable manners, pleasing to every one. I
should think he was, as I said before, a great favorite.
I am perfectly delighted with him. If it isn’t some-
body that’s splendid, I'll be dreadfully disappointed.”

¢ If you’ll ask me some questions, 1’1l be ready to
answer them. Iisspirit is in me.”

(What are his pursuitst) < He is a public charac-
ter. I should think a speaker or writer ; at any rate,
something public. As faras I know what a president
ought to be, I think he’s just the man. I would cer-
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tainly make him President,if I was the only person to
be consulted. I receive a decided impression from
this letter. I never felt it so very strong. If T only
had language, I could n’t stop talking — he must talk
a great deal.”

(What kind of speaker is her) ¢ There would be
perfect stillness when he is speaking. I've said be-
fore, that he is very eloquent. I think he’d interest a
large public audience. I think he’s a favorite speaker
— brilliant.”

(What are his aims in life?) ¢ His aims are high,
as I said before. I should think he’s a very witty
man—very lively in disposition. He’s very unsel-
fish ; he aims rather to do others good than himself.”

(As to temper, what do you say?) “‘I think he’s
irritable and quick, but he has an excellent disposi-
tion: he governs this temper very well, but he ’s very
quick naturally; he’s very excitable — very candid.”

(Can you compare him with any other characters?)
¢ I’ve compared him with you in the clearness of his
ideas. He has this great strength of character and
energy ; he is not depressed in spirit, as most people
are, who have such an intellect as he has. He is
smiling ; his feelings are ardent and lasting, true and
earnest— he do n’t do any thing half-way. I havean
idea of his eloquence and intellect — his strength be-
ing like Daniel Webster — but Webster is not so smil-
ing and cheerful. I would like to feel always such
strength and energy as I have now.”

(Is there no one else but Webster, whom you can
compare him to?) ¢ There’s a great deal of firm-
ness; he’s a great thinker. I don’t think; I can’t
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compare him, I have too poor a memory — can’t call
up any body so as to compare him. He’sa great
man. 1 don’t know any body that he’s like, alto-
gether.” .

(I wish you to find some fault?) ¢ Whatis that
[touching the region of affection]? I feel a great
heat there. He has great fondness for a country life
— for the beauties of nature. Who is this? The
faults do n’t come to me; he’s very quick tempered.’,

(How would this person compare with Mr. Clay?)
¢« He’s a better man than I thought Mr. Clay was. I
should n’t think such a person would keep slaves.
This person seems more noble and elegant in his man-
ners than I supposed Mr. Clay to be.”

Jubce Rowan, by G. C., Esq. Impressions de-
rived from a political manuscript.

¢ A sedate character, dignified, elevated — no taste
for levity. There is a love of investigation —a love
of order and arrangment in investigations, as well as
in other things. This person, as a lawyer or politi-
cian, would endeavor to convince by the most familiar
and plain arguments. He would be powerful in de-
bate, cogent in argument, and plain in his inductions
and explanations. (What of his pursuits?) Iis
mind is accustomed to legal investigations, and
adapted to political. I think both, at times, had en-
gaged his serious attention. (What is his rank as a
lawyer?) Very high as a reasoner; he would stand
first as among the most talented. He is not without
very strong feelings, and has power to appeal to the
passions. Yet declamation was not his habit. DBut
he would arouse .the feelings powerfully by the



102 ‘ Original Sketch.

strength of his perceptions and force of elucidation ;
the passions would follow the judgment, and both
would be aroused.”

(What as a politician?) ¢ He would exert his rea-
soning faculties, and attain a very high rank. His
mind would be better adapted to the Senate than to
the House of Representatives. I should think he had
been in both, but preferred the Senate. (What of his
manners?) They are bland and dignified. (Domes-
tic character?) Very fine, kind, affable and digni-
fied, not harsh. (As to females?) Most refined and
elevated ; he would have friends among them; they
would like, respect and venerate him. (Is he living,
ordead?) Heis dead. (To whom would you com-
pare him?) I have an impression that his mind 1s of
the model of Judge Rowan’s. (How is he as to par-
ties?) He would analyze their principles, and act
freely with that which he thought correct; he would
not be led by either party into advocacy of principles
he did notbelieve correct. He is an honest politician.
He would not leave his party, but would not act with
the party when he thought them wrong. He would
be the peer of any man as a statesman or a lawyer.”

Judge T., in giving his impressions from the auto-
graph of Judge Rowan, described him as, in per-
sonal appearance, somewhat such a man as Webster
— large, dignified, etc. ; a calm, deep-thinking, pure-
minded man, of far-reaching intellect, great pride,
honor and honesty — a democrat in politics, but not
carried away by party; a man of great depth of
feeling, who would be ‘¢ overwhelming” in elo-
quence when his feelings were aroused. In giving
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this opinion, the Judge himself, a very calm, methodi-
cal man, recognized, readily, the legal ability and
moral elevation, but did not perceive the capacity as
a speaker, until after some reflection. Not only the
character of the psychometer, but the character ot
the autograph, is important as to the interest of
the opinion pronounced. The psychometer partakes
of the character of the writer, and modifies his style
accordingly. The most eloquent and beautiful
opinions which I have ever recorded, were pro-
nounced upon the autograph of Judge Rowan, by
a young lawyer of the South, and a lady, who made
their investigation in conjunction, and expressed
similar opinions in glowing language.

MiritarRy HEROEs — May, 1846.— A letter on
public business, relating to the war, written by a
distinguished old General, was placed upon the fore-
head of F. R., a young gentleman of education and
talent. His remarks were: ‘I feel pleasant, self-
satisfied — it excites the occiput and crown of the
head — I could make a good fighting man.now. I
would like to see it going on. I feel older than I
was just now, feel like an old man, in fact— yet
1 feel tha same disposition to see fighting going on.
1 know who it is, from my feelings — it is General
————. There is no use guessing any more
about it.”

Having thus truly detected the authorship of the
letter, with so much certainty, that he refused to say
anything more, I next placed upon his forehead an
autograph from GENERAL WASHINGTON, he imme-
diately proceeded, as follows :
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‘1 feel a greater sensation in the perceptive organs
over the eyes, a swelling of the nostrils and a feeling
of defiance. I should judge he was a man of intel-
lect. Certainly, when he took a course, he would
pursue it to the end. Nothing can alter his deter-
mination, neither persuasion nor force.”

(Q. What pursuits and sphere of life is he fit
for?)

¢¢ For a statesman— bold, independent and straight-
forward. He would make a good soldier, too, if he
had opportunity — a good commanding officer, who
could plan well and perceive advantages. (What of -
his moral character?) Heisa great man. He has
a great deal of what I call force. (How does he
compare with other men?) He has a great deal more
force — greatly excels them in power — he is still
planning, but on a larger scale — he thinks more
profoundly, acts from greater motives and on a large
scale. He is superior to the ordinary run of great
men — might be estimated among the first class —a
much greater man than Jackson, because he had
more intellect, but he would resemble him 1n torce of
character. I feel the excitement extending back from
the perceptive over the moral organs and crown of
the head. I consider him a great patriot—a man
of great justice — let justice be done though the
heavens fall.”

(What is his appearance?) ¢ Tall, commanding,
he would look more like my idea of GEorRGE WasH-
INGTON, than any one else.”

Rev. W. E. CuanniNG — by Miss S. W.

I feel perfectly calm. I have a burning heat in
my forehead, across the middle of it.”
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¢« T don't think the person is in perfect health. HHe
is not very strong, physically — he had more strength
of mind than body. He understands himself very
well. He would be a good abolitionist — he would
say : Freedom jfor all mankind. 1 think he’s very
warm, generous-hearted. I think he is entirely
intéerested in the welfare of others — he is self-sacri-
ficing — he would deny himself comforts for the
benefit of others. Isnt he engaged in the anti-
slavery cause? —it seems to me he is. He’ll be a
true friend to the slave. It seems to me he is a
public lecturer, or something of that sort. It is
a person I should be willing to trust myself with.
I could rely upon his word; he has good judgment
— he is not excitable — you would always know just
where to find him. There is a great deal of romance
about him. Ie is a great lover of nature — he would
be very fond of poetry. He might write it; he has
great strength of sentiment. I don’t think he’s known
as a poet, but I think he can write poetry, very sweet
and beautiful. He has beautiful ideas, and expresses
them beautifully. I think he must be subject to fits of
melancholy. I feel sad. He was a man of tender
feelings, easily wounded. I would like him right
well.”

Rev. W. E. CuannNiNg
1844.

¢¢ Another sadness affects me — butitis not a moral
sadness, but a holy, tender feeling. It deepens the
other, contrasting the two men —not much physical
force. I feel strength to bear the ills of life —not a
strength to fight the battles, but a soaring above them

by Miss P., January,
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—so high that they cannot reach me. This person
would be considered a sort of abstraction by many.
Some of his friends feel provoked that he does not
make more of a stir; they are ambitious for him, but
he knows best what is his soul’s good. They are pro-
voked at the very things for which they should re-
vere him. He is spiritual. His choice would be
private life ; but, circumstances would call him some-
what into public. I think he might be a clergyman
— he has moral courage. He would not be practical
enough to take an active part in the reforms of the
day, but he would aid them by writing. Those writ-
ing might not be sought after by the generality —
might be tedious to many. He writes deeply —a
merely receptive mind, without much activity, would
not profit much by them— must be in a similar state
to his to get at what he says. An appreciation of true
wit—a contempt for vain attempts — would have a
strange joy in what the unappreciating might call his
vagaries — ¢ He has meat to eat which they know not
of.” He is fitted for another sphere of existence — too
sublimated for this. . I reverence him — should feel
his lighest word — it would dwell on my ear, and if I
did not then understand, the means would come when
I was prepared. The form of his sentences would be
peculiar. Appreciates the fine arts — loves poetry —
sonnets, perhaps. He loves philosophy. He cares
for society differently from most. He is an observer
—a thinker. His internal activity is great. He would
hear beautiful music — internal harmonies — lives an
inward life. He would not seek the society of the
great, but of those who live more naturally. Heis a
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dark-haired person—is not selfish, but so lost in his
thought, as not to regard the comforts of others. His
mind wears out his body. Better for him if his
thoughts were less occupied —if he had to make more
physical exertion. He makes me feel brighter, hap-
pier, stronger.”

Dr. J. M. HarNEY, of Kentucky, author of Chrys-
tallina, etc., was a man of decided poetical genius.

He was described as follows by F. R., 1846.

] am impressed with the gorgeous beauties of na-
ture.: lofty mountains — lovely landscapes — tumultu-
ous ocean. Nature appears in her most lovely pan-
oply; my mind is on the mountain, the billowy
ocean the valley, the distant city. I’m in the coun-
try. A feeling of the sublime impels me to contem-
plate Deity through his works. It is the sunshine of
poetic feeling — nothing morbid. No disposition to
speculate on man. I’m far from the city, in the
country. I feel as Coleridge in the vale of Cham-
ouni, except thatI see the ocean. I have the feelings
of Byron in the Alps, except that I see no thunder
and lightning.”

1 think the writer has little of the epic —is not
like Pope; he has the inspiration derived from the
beauties of nature. He has a vein of chaste and del-
icate sentiment. He resembles Byron; he has more
of the fire of poetry than Goldsmith. He is very
much like Scott, but there is more softness. He has
less philosophy than Shelley. He has a vein of sen-
timent: he is, perhaps, nearer to Bryant, than any I
can perceive. He has originality, but not much in-
vention. He is evidently a literary man, of taste for
elegant literature and history,
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MAapAME DE STAEL — by Miss S. W.

(What do you think of this person?) *¢1 should
think it is a person of very high intellect, indeed.
(Male or female?) It does not seem to be a male;
but if it is a female, it is a very uncommon person.
If it’s a female, she is very masculine.”

(Give me a positive answer.) I think it’s a female ;
she’s a tremendous thinker. Itis a very haughty
person — very dictatorial ; there is very great strength
of mind. She is very fearless, indeed. She’d make
a good president, or a good queen: any one would
fear her, yet would respect her. Everything that she
said would be law. I wouldn’t dare disobey.”

(What are her chief aims?) ¢ She’s a great
writer — a very powerful woman.”

(What of her moral character?) ¢¢I should think
more of her mind — her intellect — than of her morals.
She is a very hard person to understand. She
would n’t condescend to notice common people. 1
do n’t think she’s remarkably conscientious. I don’t
think there’s any spirituality about her, at all. She
thinks too much of worldly things. Her mind is
wholly upon literary pursuits — nothing else. I think
she’s sincere. She might be rather satirical. She’d
tell you just what she thought, whether you liked it
or not. She is dignified, retiring, cold, distant. I
never could get acquainted with her; I never should
try to. Every body would respect her — every body
would want to know her — very few would take any
step toward intimacy with her. It seems as though
my head would burst with thinking. She would think
a great deal ot having a high reputation; she desires
fame ; she’s not very easily excited.” .
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(What is her reputation?)  ¢¢ She is by no means a
cypher in the world’s estimation. She has a high
reputation.  She is deserving of jt.”

(Is she living, or dead?) ¢ I can’t tell. She never
thought of death. I can only think of her in the
world. I’m in doubt about it. (Why?) I don’t
like to think of her as being dead. She would die
like a hero — she would n’t be afraid to die.”

(Can you say any thing more of her moral charac-
ter?) ¢ There seems to be a vein of selfishness. She
would do good when it came in her way, but would
not put herself to any inconvenience. She would not
be self-sacrificing. I should not fancy her in the
domestic sphere. She might be harsh, jealous, iras-
cible.”

(What sort of wife?) ¢ Not affectionate — deter-
mined to rule.”

(Is she American or foreign?) ¢ I think she is a
foreigner ; certainly a most manly personage.”

(What is the style of her writings?) ¢¢ There would
be a great deal of vehemence and loftiness: noble,
rather pompous —no, not so much in writing as in
common conversation. Her thoughts are perfectly
natural ; she writes without restraint. I can see her
pen fly. I never knew such a woman; there’s no-
body on earth I can think of, that seems like her.”

(Can you compare her to any one?) ¢ No; I can
compare her to some I have read of in novels, to Ma
chere Mere, in ¢ the Neighbors,” one of those mascu-
line women.”

(You can't say whether she’s living or dead?) ¢ 1
taink she’s dead. (Why?) I don’t know; I don't
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like to think of her as dead. There’s nothing heav-
enly about her. She’s better fitted for this world,
than for that holier sphere. She’s not so moral as
she ought to be; she has some morality without any
religion.”

(Have you heard of Madame de Stael? ¢ Yes:
(How would the ch'lracter suit her?) 1 think it is
her — yes, I know it is.”

Mgrs. L. M. CuiLp — by Bishop Otey.

¢ It seems to be sprightly, witty, humorous —a
laughing girl, full of social feeling. Her sprightli-
ness -covers up a deep religious feeling. She would
like to make sport for her friends, but there is nothing
malicious about it. She has great philanthropy. She
would be deeply interested in the sublime objects of
Nature — has a great relish for such things. She
would be seriously interested in music and the fine
arts. Her animal spirits are great, but she would
not jest upon sacred subjects —in such matters she
is very sincere. She possesses very superior powers
of mind, which would enable her to fill a wide space
in the public eye, but does not seem to have the
ambition for such distinction.”

Boorn, THE AcTorR — by Miss S. W., 1844.

¢ More excitement than Miss Martineau. It makes
me tremble. I don’t think it’s very intellectual. I
should think he might be rather wild — one of those
ranters. He’s very active, very bold — rather
haughty. Why, what is he! He would like to
make a good appearance in the world—to be
admired. Flattery would hurt him — he can’t bear
it— he has too much self-esteem.”
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*« He's a public man of some sort, but I don’t know
what to do with him. He can’t be a lecturer. I
don’t think he has mind enough to write much.
I must put him on the stage. That’s the best place
for him. It makes me tremble so. I can’t think he’s
a very respectable character. He might be a great
mimic — take any one off to perfection. Is he a
play-actor? I don’t know what else to do with him.
I think he might be a good actor, but I don’t think
he’d be much off the stage. I don’t think he’s a very
moral man. He’s some great star. I thought, at
first, he was very comical, but I don’t think he is
now. I think he’d take to tragedy. He has a good
memory. He’s an actor — has a very high reputa-
tion — people would make a” great rush to see
him.”

(What do you say of the soundness of his mind?)
¢« He is not a man of great or expanded mind. He’s
rather feeble-minded — he seems mysterious. (How
is he regarded as to this matter?) I don’t think he
is perfectly sane. I feel in doubt about it; I can’t
tell. (Is he living, or dead?) I think he must be
living.”

RoBerT FuLTON — by Mrs. P.

] feel it up my arm — makes it ache — feeling of
stupor has gone off; feel very cheerful— like the
writer very well — pleasant, cheerful féllow —imagi-
native, kind - hearted: seems a young man, not
attained to what he might be — feels as if he had the
power to be anything he chose to be —full of high
hopes of achieving fame in some way, by doing
good to his country. He is full of patriotism — not
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old enough yet to have lost his joyousness, and
become disappointed at all. He will be successful.

““Heis dead! There is a feeling of indescribable
sadness, as if some one had been cut down in the
bloom of youth, with bright prospects before him.
He was full of noble feeling — had very fine intellec-
tual capacity — full of beauty. I feel that he was
too young to have achieved much: he had a con-
sciousness of power, but was too young, or else had
been carried away, and not turned his powers to
account. I feel as if he had died before he accom-
plished anything. I feel as if he had difliculties, and
did not realize his dreams. He was rather a disap-
pointed man. He died, disappointed, in the midst of
his undertaking — disappointed in men, disappointed
in life. He has left some fame — not what he might
have left if he had lived and justice had been done
him. He was an American—a Northern man—
dead some twenty years —belongs rather to the past
than the present.”

The letter upon which this opinion was pronounced,
reads as follows :

¢ NEw-YoRrk, May 18, 1812.

“Dear Law — Have you forgot the Ganges?
What active measures are you pursuing to carry
your well-conceived and highly important plans into
effect, as soon as possible? Time, you know, is
precious. It is so important an object, that I am of
the opinion one of your sons should immediately
come here, and go from hence to England; and, if
encouraged there, to India. What are our friends,
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the friends to science and the arts, doing for the
patent law? Shall mind, which governs matter,
have no protection, while a field of potatoes, the
vulgar labor of mere vulgar hands, is barricaded in
protecting laws? Shall war stare us in the face, and
the laws give no inducement for genius to deal
destruction to our enemies? If every member of
Congress had the mind, the soul of a Lorenzo de
Medicis, would not the country, by euncouragement,
exhibit works of genius which would give dignity to
our character, and make us respected? Write me
soon. Yours, etc.
¢« Roe’r FuLToN.”

The lady by whom the foregoing opinion was pro-
nounced, was remarkable rather for the delicacy and
strength of her emotions, than for the power of
investigating character. I give the experiment as
an example of psychometric portraiture, frequently
occuring, in which the leading impression or fout
ensemble will be painted, rather than the specific
details of the character and life. The power of
- describing the general impression and sentiment,
which is associated with the letter or the life of the
writer, is much more common than the power of dis-
covering the particular facts.

To a correct reasoner, these imperfect experiments
constitute a complete demonstration of the psychome-
tric power. Indeed, the most meagre of our experi-
ments are sufliciently convincing, when impartially
examined ; for, in describing any individual, cach
trait or feature of his character would admit of at
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least a hundred different descriptions, of which only
one would be true. The probabilities, therefore, are
2 hundred to one against the correctness of each
statement ; and the entire truth of the description, if
it were mere guess work, would be a coincidence
beyond the utmost range of probability. If an artist
should attempt to paint the portrait of an unknown
individual, without any hint by which to guide his
fancy, it is perfectly certain that his fancy-sketch
could not, by any admissible possibility, become a
true portrait. If the portrait should prove a faithful
one, it would be impossible to convince any one that
the artist had never seen his subject, and knew not
his name, country, age, sex or pursuits. So, when a
psychometric portrait proves correct, we are com-
pelled to believe that the psychometer has had some
means of satisfactory observation, and that a true
portrait has not been painted by accident.

The demonstration of a psychometric experiment
is so complete, that no objection can have any
material weight, excepting one which is based upon
its truth. It may be affirmed that the psychometer
derives his impressions, not from the letter, but from:
the minds of those around him — that he has a
sympathy with them, which enables him to interpret
their views, independent of any impression from the
paper. To those who have witnessed many mes-
meric experiments, this suggestion has much plausi-
bility ; and I would not deny that, in some cases,
the sentiments of those about him may influence a
very sympathetic individual, and modify his conclu-
sions; but these extraneous influences are not the
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source of his impressions. If he holds the letter in
his hands, he recognizes its impression as commenc-
ing at the point of contact, and traversing the arm
to the brain, giving him an idea of the character only
after the brain has been impressed. If it is held on
the forehead, he perceives the influence more readily,
which is diffused from the letter over his head, and
which affects distinctly the particular organs that are
most highly excited. He perceives that the letter is
the source of his impressions, and if it should be
enveloped in paper, each additional fold of paper
increases the difficulty of receiving the impression.
The immediate contact of the writing is the most
efficient means of communicating the impression, and
the different portions of the manuscript frequently
communicate different ideas, according to the tenor
of the writer’s thoughts.

The same opinions will be given by the psychome-
ter in the presence of different persons, whether they
have or have not any idea of the character of the
autograph. He can exercise the power as well
alone, as he can exercise any of his other senses.
He can take a letter, the moment it has been received
from the post-office, and investigate its character
alone, before he has opened it to learn its source or
contents. The psychometric power is ‘a power of
independent perception, not derived from the opinions
of those about us, but exerted like the sense of sight
or smell, by our own independent action.

To demonstrate, more clearly, this independence of
the psyvchometer, I have frequently had opinions pro-
nounced upon autographs, without myself knowing
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the names until the close of the experiment. In such
cases, the opinions were as bold and as accurate as
when I knew the subject of the experiment. In 1844,
I selected the autographs of Dr. Spurzheim, Sir
Edward Lytton Bulwer, the novelist, and Ellen Tree,
the actress, and placing them upon the table, re-
quested Miss W. to examine and give her opinions of
the manuscripts before her. She proceeded to inves-
tigate them without my knowing which of the three
she had selected (herself totally ignorant of the nature
of the autographs). When they were examined, at
the conclusion of the experiment, I found that her
opinions had been given as correctly as in other cases,
having readily recognized one of the characters as a
female, and the others as males.

Epwarp L. BuLwger — by Miss W. (After Spurz-
heim.)

(Is it like the other?) ¢‘He’s a calmer sort of be- -
ing. I think the person would rather sit down and
read and write, than any thing else. I think he’s
very serious, very thoughtful, very imaginative.
He’s not a very active man. I think he’s a public
man, but I do n’t think he’s a professional man or a
politician. I guess heisn’t very sociable; he’s a soli-
tary sort of being — he likes to be by himself and not
be disturbed — he ’s very intellectual. I think people
generally like him better than ’

‘I should n’t altogether fancy him. (Why?) I
don’'t know what, but there’s something about him
rather repulsive. Ile can be very refined and pol-
ished, but he isn’t always particular to be so; he’s
either a public speaker or writer. I’ve either heard
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him or read his writings. I don’t think he improves
any by speaking or writing. I think he hurts himself
in some way. I think he’s a great lover of nature;
he has a very fine way of describing it — would make
you realize it.”

«It’s no one that I know. I only know him from
something that I *ve heard or seen. He might preach
up good doctrines, but he would n’t always practice
them. I think there’s a great deal of romance about
him. I think he’s a writer, but I don’t think that
what he’d write would benefit society much; he’s
more a writer of romance and fiction. It don’t seem
he ’d ever speak or write upon the reforms of the day.
I don't think I'd like him much; he don’t seem to
take the right ground — he is n’trefined enough.”

(What ’s his domestic character?) ‘¢ He’s a great
literary character. I can’t think of any thing else.
He ’s kind-hearted, and disposed to treat people well.
I think he might be agreeable, but not very talkative.”

(How toward his wife?) ¢ He thinks more of his pen
than of his wife — might preach up good doctrine,
but would not practice it. He’d always be kind and
pleasant enough, but he’s more engaged in other
things.”

(What are his leading aims and tendencies?) <1
think he wants to please the people, whether it is true
or not. I do n’tthink he’s very conscientious. (Has
he any philanthropy?) Yes, I think he has, notto a
very great degree. (Is he republican, or aristo-
cratic?) Rather aristocratic — very stately and dig-
nified. (How as to taste in writing?) One would be
excited in reading his writings, but I do n’t think they
would require a great deal of thought.”
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ACCURATE DESCRIPTION FROM THREE AUTOGRAPIS.

A description from the autographs of Dr. Spurzheim,
Dr. Caldwell and Dr. Buchanan, given in 1852 by
two gentleman whose intelligence and superior capaci-
ties qualified them to give accurate opinions, was
published in the Fowrnal of Man at the time as an
example of psychometric accuracy. Dr. Caldwell
was at that time living and quite old. He was a
gentleman of commanding stature, dignified, ener-
getic, imposing in appearance and manners — more so
than any member of the medical profession I have
ever known. He was bold and honest in the pursuit of
truth and a vigorous controversialist. Among learned
men he was the most distinguished champion of
Phrenology and also of Mesmerism, notwithstanding
the opposition of his colleagues. The force of his
character overcame opposition. Dr. C. had led a
distinguished career as a medical professor and
author from the time of Rush until 1850, in Phila-
delphia, Lexington and Louisville, and was the first
medical professor to do justice to my own experi-
ments and discoveries in 1841-42.

Dr. Spurzheim the associate of Gall, after a brilliant
career in Europe, was received with great honor in
Boston, where he died in 1833, before he had time to
extend his labors beyond the city. Pierpont said in
his ode to Spurzheim :

¢ Friend of man, of God the servant,
Advocate of truths divine,
Nature’s priest, how pure and fervent
Was thy worship at her shrine.”
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When the descriptions were published Mr. Pier-
point, writing of this article, said: ¢* The last number
of the Fournal of Man has greatly interested me,
especially in the Psychometric Department, as I have
had the pleasure of a personal acquaintance, more or
less intimate with all the three “distinguished philoso-
phers whose characters are psychometrically given —
Spurzheim, Caldwell and Buchanan. They are all
done admirably — yes, marvellously. I cannot con-
ceive how their respective characters could have been
more truly, more faithfully, or more discriminatingly
drawn.”

These descriptions are condensed in the following
abridgments of the reports which give the salient
points.

PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT.

SpurzHEIM.—(Mr. T.) I think this individual is
diseased. There is oppression of the lungs and
chest, with difficult, laborious, painful breathing; a
good deal of prostration of the nervous energy.
(Mr.P.) My first impression is that he is not living.
His forehead was wide, high and prominent. His
constitution was strong, his head large, full and
predominant in front.

CaLpweELL.— (Mr. P.) ‘He has a large person,
full chested with vigorous lungs and circulation, and
I suppose a heavy beard.

BucuHaNaN.— (Mr. P.) This person has a large
head, about six and a half inches by eight.* The
brain projects anteriorly, laterally and superiorly. His

* The exuact size was six and four-tenths by eight.
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head is very broad on the top, round and full.
The individual is living, actively engaged and in
health. (What is the relative length of the three
heads?) The second is longest in proportion to its
breadth. The third is next longest in proportion to
its breadth. The first was nearly round. The second
is smaller as to cubic contents. The first and third
differ but little 1in cubic bulk. The third is rather the
longest antero-posteriorly, and is broadest at ideality
and cautiousness. This one has not so large a body
but has good vital stamina. His head is out of pro-
portion to his body. Heis not so large as the first and
second, though he may be tall. He has less muscu-
lar development.

These descriptions are remarkably accurate. The
dimensions of the heads are precisely correct.

GENERAL CHARACTER.

SpurzHEIM.— He is not developed in celestial
spirituality but much more in intellectuality — more
engaged in studying the externals of Nature, the
forms and relations of spiritual things than the
internal or celestial. In life he had a good deal of
intellectual power — the perceptive and reflective
were equally developed and exercised. He was a
hard student, a continuous thinker. There is consid-
erable firmness and decision with physical force and
energy. He was a man of free thinking, liberal
mind. The mainspring of his action was a feeling
of trust, benevolence and philanthropy. He had a
grave, reflective mind, but not a great deal of
vivacity. There was not much spirituality. He
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would investigate thoroughly before expressing an
opinion. He had a steady self-reliance but no
egotism. He is governed by a steady purpose to
accomplish the great object of his life. It was nota
mind of spontaneous genius but of elaborate intellect.

As a speaker he was grave and impressive, not
sprightly but dignified. When excited he exhibited
power and made a deep, lasting impression. His
desire was to benefit the whole community, by
developing science, enlightening them, and enab-
ling them to understand the laws of nature under
which they live.

CaLpweLL. — This individual is fully developed in
the intellectual region. He has considerable ideality
and imagination, is impulsive and excitable, reasons
from analogy — is ardent, energetic, bold, fearless.
This one has more active conspicuous ambition con-
nected with personal notoriety. He has more egotism,
the former more modest dignity. He lives more in
the present — the former will live in the future. The
former is more original — this seems too impulsive for
a very patient investigation. e is polite, graceful,
vain, showy and courtly in manner. In speaking he
is engaged in making active gestures. In controversy
he is disposed to be bitter and sarcastic. When
aroused he seems to have an inexhaustible fountain of
intellectual material. Ile could attract more attention
personally and have an influence wherever he went.
The other would have a more creative mind producing
those things which would last forever, while this
would be more brilliant for a time. He aims to be
conspicuous and lofty in the eyes of the world. He
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would be better fitted than the other for political
and fashionable life. 7

3. BucnananN. — A very clear, bright inteilect;
great natural capacity — free and spontaneous in its
action critical and philosophic. His mind is inclined to
scientific and philosophic investigation. He engages
in it with a good deal of energy. This mind to be
appreciated belongs to the future. IHe has self reli-
ance but no vanity. He has clearer and more accu-
rate perceptions than No. 1 and comes more directly
and correctly to conclusions. He belongs to a later
period in the progress of science and is more brilliant.
More philosophic and better balanced than No. 2, —a
more active temperament than the first.

He is investigating some philosophic scientific sub-
ject. It is the main object of his life to develop,
found and establish it. It is not in reference to him-
self but he seems inseparably connected with it. He
is not pursuing it for honor or personal fame, but for
the love of truth. He is willing to live only in the
future or be denounced in the present, Itis one of
the most pleasant living autographs I have ever had
on my forehead. He is governed by caution in his
investigations, which are scientific rather than politi-
cal or literary. His labors have not been duly appre-
ciated. Iis ambition is intellectual — not with the
force and energy of the second. There is no activity
in acquisitiveness. He can grasp a great deal and
make it comprehended by others — everything is clear
— he is an architect of ideas. e will survive either
of the others in reputation as he has a greater capac-
ity for creation and draws ideas from sources the others
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cannot reach. This one belongs to all future time —
not to the present; the second belongs to the present.
The first will be enduring but being less creative will
not endure so long as this.

In the 7ournal of Man for July, 1851 was given a
description of six of the impassioned orators of the
South. Henry Clay and Judge Rowan of Kentucky,
John Randolph of Virginia, S. S. Prentiss of Missis-
sippi, Col. Jos. H. Daviess of Kentucky and Gov.
McDuffie of South Carolina. The descriptions were
all faultlessly correct, and”after all had been described
the following summary and comparison was made by
the psychometer.

CrAy is the most intuitive and best adapted to a
popular audience. He could make the most friends,
but would have less logical power than either, except
Randolph or perhaps Daviess.

Rowan is the most powerful as an impressive
speaker with most of the stern dignity that overawes.

[Judge Rowan on account of his commanding
bearing was commonly called ¢ the Old Monarch. £
As a criminal advocate he very rarely failed to ac-
quit his client.]

PrENTISS would have the most uniform mental
action of a calm, well-balanced character. He would
have the copiousness of Randolph with more origin-
ality and versatility. \

RAxporPH 1s the most sarcastic, with the least
courtesy and moral refinement. He has the best
memory and the greatest exactness. Randolph has
the most intense excitement, Clay the most sustained
action of the brain. Rowan has a full, well-sus-
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tained mentality. McDuffie a more intense but less
uniform action. ’

Daviess would compare with Prentiss and Clay.
He would have more ideal pleasantness and enthu-
siasm, but less of oratorical power. (The early death
of Col. Daviess at the battle of Tippecanoe robbed
him of a brilliant career. His name was honored in
Illinois by the memento ¢ Joe Daviess County.”)

McDuffie would be distinguished by greater vehe-
mence and stubborn will.

wom
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I wandered with an earnest heart .
Among the quarried depths of Thought
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And kindled by the poet’s art,
I deftly wrought.

I wrought for Beauty ; and the world
Grew very green and smooth for me,

And blossom banners hung unfurled
On every tree.

Upon my heated forehead lay
The cooling laurel, and my feet
Crushed buried fragrance out, the way
Had grown so sweet.

And Praise was servant of the ear
And Love dropt kisses on the cheek,

And smiled a passion-thought too dear
For tongue to speak.

But gne day the ideal Good
qutlzed me with immortal Youth
And in sublimity of mind, I WROUGHT FOR TRUTH.

Oh, then instead of laurel crown,
The world entwined a thorny band,

And on my forehead pressed it down
With heavy hand.

And looks that used to warm me, froze.
I lost the cheer, the odor sweet

The path of velvet; glaciers rose
Before my feet.
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Yet truth the more divinely shone,
As onward still I sought to press,
And gloriously proved her own
Almightiness. — Augusta Cooper Bristol.

This beautiful poetical utterance embodies as much
of truth as beauty — as is well known to all loyal ad-
herents who stand in the body guard of Truth. The
psychometric discoveries which should have flashed
around‘the world at least as speedily as the discovery
of a comet, a shell, a plant, or a new chemical com-
bination, were very unanimously ignored. No college
gave the subject a thought, no cyclopedia mentioned
it, until against the protest of the learned corps of
contributors, the publisher of Johnson’s Cyclopedia
introduced my statement of the principles of Psychom-
etry. The science was heard of only through my
own magazine and the liberal medical college, which
against a bitter opposition we had successfully estab-
lished in Cincinnati. )

I place these facts on record as a warning to the
coming generation against such disloyalty to truth and
the spirit of honest investigation. Denton’s marvel-
ous work in three volumes, ¢ THE SouL or THINGS,”
was almost the only evidence that Truth. had, any
courageous and philosophic votaries in the. sphere of
psychic science. In ¢ Isis..Unveiled,” that vast,
learned and marvellous work! of Madame Blavatsky,
there was a ,generouq 1ecogn1t10n, as its learned
authoress was familiar with the extraordinary realm of
§¢ience in which psychometry belongs— her lan-
guage was as follows (vol. 1, p. 182:) -
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«This faculty is called by its discoverer, Prof. J.
R. Buchanan — Psychometry. To him the world is
indebted for this most important addition to psycholo-
gical sciences; and to him, perhaps, when skepticism
is found felled to the ground by accumulation of facts,
posterity will have to erect a statue. The existence
of this faculty was first experimentally demonstrated
in 1841. It has since been verified by a thousand
psychometers in different parts of the world.”

The experimental demonstration in 1841, was
merely the recognition of impressions from the living
brain. It was not until 1842 that I discovered the
power of estimating psychic existence far away from
the living person by the writing, and it was this fuller
development of the same faculty which compelled me
to coin the word Psychometry.

Let me now sketch the progress of the science from
its publication in the Fowrnal of Man and in my
Anthropology, to the present publication, in 1885.

The first development of the psychometric power
which I found in 1842, was that of Charles Inman, (a
younger brother of the celebrated artist), with whom
I discovered the power of autographic Psychometry
at New York. Mr. Inman enabled me to make the
most minute surveys of the cephalic organs. He
could define the functions not only by touching with
his fingers, but by using a pencil case or a small
metallic rod to touch the various parts of the cranial
surface. In doing this he caught impressions of the
most minute gradation and variation of functions, and
it seemed to me from his descriptions that he recognized
the boundaries between the convolutions where the
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change was more marked than in passing along the
course of a convolution. I felt a strong desire to
take some bald head and map on its surface the
positions of each convolution by psychometric explo-
ration. Mr. I., however, was of too delicate and
anemic a temperament for a perfect exercise of
Psychometry, and sometimes gave negative state-
ments of functions which should have been described
In more active manifestation, so as to mislead me
_somewhat in the nomenclature.

The sensitive delicacy that belongs to the
psychometric constitution is ill suited to public dis-
plays of the faculty. When the most delicate
psychic faculties are engaged in a profound and
diflicult investigation, the presence of a large, expec-
tant company would be too great a disturbing power,
especially when the company is in a state of intense
curiosity and skepticism. The psychometer, like
all profound students, requires quiet and seclusion
for his best efforts. I do not deny that persons
accustomed to public speaking, may, if psychometric,
exercise their powers on the platform, but I have
always avoided such exhibitions. The nearest
approach I have made to it was in April, 1874,
when I addressed the New England Woman’s Club
in Boston. The G/lobe report of this occasion stated
¢ There was a large assembly present to welcome
Dr. Buchanan, including many whose names are
prominent as writers and advocates of measures of
reform.” After the lecture ‘¢ a psychometric circle
was formed from some of the ladies present, and slips
of paper containing the handwriting of a certain
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individual to them unknown were given to each and
they were requested to press them against their fore-
heads until they expenenced some sensation and
then announce it.” From those who proved most
sensitive ¢ Four persons were then selected and
letters given them, and the autographs of the writers
pressed against their foreheads. This was most suc-
cessful, the ladies all experiencing some definite
sensations, and one lady declared that the writer was
a person of great firmness of character, another that
he had a high ideal, and still another that he was a
great reformer and benefactor of mankind. Mrs.
Moulton, who seemed to experience this influence
more strongly than the rest, said that she thought
that he would stand about where Theodore Parker
did.”

In fact, Mrs. Moulton gave a good descrlptlon of
Theodore Parker, evincing fine psychometric capac-
ities. Mrs. L. C. Moulton is well known to the
literati, especially by her poetical writings. Under
proper circumstances Psychometry may be displayed
before a select company, but the vulgar atmosphere
and influence attending a public exhibition have pre-
vented me heretofore from adopting that method of
propagandism. In select companies, however, we
have had many delightful evenings. The superior
delicacy of the female constitution renders the
psychometric faculty a much more common endow-
ment of females than of males. It is well known
that color blindness is much less common among
females, and some recent experiments at the Univer-
sity of Kansas have demonstrated that females have
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a more acute taste and could detect the presence of
foreign matter in water more readily. A large
majority of females between sixteen and twenty
years of age evince psychometric capacities.

After my removal to New York in 1877, 1 formed
a small psychometric society of ladies which held
many interesting meetings for the cultivation of their
powers. In the society, Mrs. Decker (now Mrs.
Buchanan), and Mrs. Dr. Hayden displayed a more
delicate, yet vigorous and brilliant capacity, than I
had previously been accustomed to.

Maria B. Havpen, M. D., chiefly in conse-
quence of her psychometric genius, was one of the
most skilful and successful physicians I have ever
known. About thirty-five years ago she visited
England with her husband, Dr. W. R. Hayden, and
introduced spiritualism to a distinguished circle of
intelligent people. Through her agency, the venera-
ble Robert Owen was converted from his benevolent
agnosticism to a still more benevolent spiritualism,
and Bulwer was enlightened in reference to truths for
which he had no other use than to weave them into
tissues of romance. Contaminated by his moral
unsoundness, the gold of sacred truth became the
pinch-beck of theatrical mystery. Returning to
America she graduated in medicine and conducted
for over fifteen years a medical practice so entirely
successful that her name was forgotten at the Board
of Health from not having for several years a single
death to report.

The psychometric talent of Mrs. Hayden was very
successfully employed by the president of the Globe

s
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Life Insurance Company in protecting the company
against losses in insurance on lives, until forbidden
by the bigoted stupidity of the board—a folly
which contributed largely to the ultimate wreck of
the company.

Mrs. H. was greatly retarded from attaining her
proper professional rank by her sensitiveness and
modesty. When offered a medical professorship, for
which she was eminently qualified, she firmly
retused it. The sphere of a medical- college is
certainly not attractive to a woman of refined sensi-
bility.

Mgrs. CorNELIA H. DECKER was a lady of distin-
guished appearance with that remarkable delicacy
and spirituality of manner which is generally associ-
ated with psychometric genius. She had lived at
Hudson on the Hudson River during her married life
in circumstances of ease, exercising a kind hospital-
ity to persons of liberal minds, and to the 'conépicuous
representatives of spiritualism, in which she was much
interested.

Her graceful hospitality, her exquisite musical pow
ers and bright inspiration were highly appreciated.
She manifested the highest forms of the intuitional
power and coming events were sometimes depicted to
her vision with startling reality. A remarkable illus-
tration of this was her vision of the wreck of a steam-
boat opposite Hudson, and minute description of the
event nearly twenty-four hours before it occurred, in
1850.

She retired to rest as usual but in the night she had
a vision that seemed a reality, and greatly disturbed



Later Developments. s

her. She seemed to be standing on a hill overlook-
ing the river and saw a steamboat coming down the
river with the speed stimulated by racing competition
until it struck upon a projecting rock and was
wrecked. There was a light snow falling as it ap-
peared, and soon the bells of the city were ringing an
alarm. The boats appeared rescuing the people who
were struggling in the water, and carried them to the
village of Athens on the shore opposite Hudson.

The scene made so deep an impression that she
could sleep but little more, and the next day she nar-
rated the whole to her family and friends. In the
evening she was visiting with some friends and when
the gentlemen of the family came home at night they
described the wreck which had occurred that evening
just as she had seen it in every particular. The next
day walking out to view the wreck, she found herself
standing at the exact spot which she seemed to occupy
in her vision when she saw the boat wrecked.

In my first experiments with Mrs. D., I perceived
her great delicacy and accuracy of psychometric per-
ception. Intercourse with good psychometers ap-
peared to cultivate the germ of the psychometric
faculty <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>